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Dr. Richard Moser performs skull base surgery with a team of surgeons at the Viedma Hospital. 
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I.  INTRODUCTION  

With more than a decade of leading mentored 
neurosurgeries and forging professional 
relationships with Bolivian neurosurgeons, 
Solidarity Bridge’s team of neurosurgeons have 
established a new tradition on mission: 
structured courses in highly demanded subject 
areas in neurosurgery. At the same time, the 
program continues its established tradition of 
medical service to the poor through diagnostic 
consultation and surgery. 
 
This report describes our mission trip to 
Cochabamba, Bolivia from January 22 through 
January 28 of 2017. In coordination with our 
Bolivian partner, Puente de Solidaridad, this 
mission achieved positive results via three 
successful mentored surgeries and a donation of $80,200 in medical supplies. The mission 
also advanced planning for upcoming coursework under the leadership of the medical 
director of the Neurosurgery Program, Dr. Richard Moser. 
 

II. MISSION GOALS     

Solidarity Bridge’s Neurosurgery Program develops and sustains relationships with the 
Bolivian neurosurgical community to restore health and improve the quality of life of 
patients through specialized surgeries.   

Specific goals of this mission trip are detailed as follows: 
A. To provide life-changing treatment to patients in need of neurosurgery, particularly 

those patients with scant economic resources 
B. To engage in planning for upcoming courses to be offered by international faculty 
C. To consolidate plans for the opening and implementation of an Epilepsy Monitoring 

Unit in Cochabamba 
 
III. MEETING OUR GOALS 
 

A. Provide life-changing treatment to patients in need of neurosurgery, particularly 
those patients with scant economic resources 

Dr. Richard Moser joined Bolivian neurosurgeons in three transnasal neuroendoscopic 
surgeries. In the first case, a pituitary tumor was removed from a man of 44 years of age 
who had traveled from the city of Sucre to receive the care he needed. The second case 
involved removal of a macroadenoma as well as a pituitary tumor that had severely 
affected the life of a 44-year-old woman. In the third case, neurosurgeons discovered and 
removed a cyst from the frontal lobe and excised the neurocysticercosis that had negatively 
impacted the health of a 61-year-old man.   

 
Dr. Daysi Rocabado, director of the Viedma 

Hospital in Cochabamba, with Dr. Richard 

Moser, medical director of Solidarity Bridge’s 

Neurosurgery Program. 
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B.  Engage in planning for upcoming courses to be offered by international faculty   

Consistent with our mission, Solidarity Bridge trains and equips hospitals that serve the 
poor, and links patients without financial resources to high quality neurosurgical care. 
Courses are planned collegially with Bolivian neurosurgeons and the Bolivian 
Neurosurgery Society in various cities in the country. Lectures, demonstration work 
stations and simulcast surgeries provide concepts, hands-on work and a deeper 
understanding of surgical techniques. Faculty is intentionally international, a product of the 
strong professional relationship among U.S., Bolivian, and other Latin American 
neurosurgeons. Evaluations provided by participants in courses in 2015 and 2016 
validated the high quality of the courses and affirmed the applicability of knowledge gained 
through the coursework to their medical practice. 

During this mission, representatives of the Cochabamba chapter of the Bolivian 
Neurosurgery Society and neurosurgeons at the Viedma Hospital discussed priorities for an 
upcoming spine surgery course, scheduled for March 
2017. Lecture topics, equipping needs, teaching 
methods, and types of surgery were at the center of 
these conversations.  

Local television and radio stations interviewed the 
Solidarity Bridge medical director, sharing the news of 
this course and its service to low-income patients 
eligible for surgery as well as giving voice to the 
philosophy of respect and solidarity upon which our 
work is based. On the final day of mission, Dr. Moser met 
with neurosurgeons in the city of Santa Cruz to agree 
upon the venue and structure of fall courses in advanced 
endoscopic surgery, neuro critical care and training for 
ENT surgeons. 

Neurocysticercosis is 
a parasitic disease 
(left) that is a 
leading cause of 
acquired epilepsy. 
Dr. Moser (right) 
accompanies 
attending Bolivian 
neurosurgeon Dr. 
Diego Antezana in 
transnasal surgery 
that removed this 
invasive parasite 
and restored the 
patient to health. 

Joint analysis of cases by Dr. Jemio, 
Dr. Garcia and Dr. Moser at the 
Viedma Hospital. 
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C. To consolidate plans for the opening and implementation of an Epilepsy 

Monitoring Unit in Cochabamba 
 

A highlight of this mission trip was a tour of the Belga Hospital in Cochabamba that has 
entered into an agreement with Solidarity Bridge and Puente de Solidaridad to initiate a 
center for the treatment of epilepsy. This facility will be complete with an Epilepsy 
Monitoring Unit (EMU) with electroencephalographic (EEG) capacity, thanks to a donation 
from Rush Hospital in Chicago. Programmatically, this work forms part of our 
Neurosurgery Program and will offer a sustainable model for treatment currently 
unavailable to the majority of Bolivians with epilepsy.  
 
Renovation at the Belga Hospital, the interest of neurologists in Bolivia, and the 
commitment of U.S. epileptologists and neuro technicians have contributed to exciting 

synergies.  Specialized 
diagnostic assessment that 
promises to elevate the 
standard of care will soon be 
available. Kurt Florian, a 
member of the Board of 
Directors of Solidarity and 
President and CEO of the 
Epilepsy Foundation of 
Greater Chicago, played an 
important role in bringing 
together many of these actors 
and contributed to the project 
design. 

 
 
NOTE OF APPRECIATION: Solidarity Bridge thanks the many persons who made this 
mission possible: donors, medical professionals and patients.  
  
Mission Participants 
Dr. Richard Moser University of Massachusetts Medical Center and School 
Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa, Ph.D. Founder of Solidarity Bridge  
Mary McCann Sanchez, Senior Director of Programs, Solidarity Bridge  
 
Mission Facilitators 
Patricia Vargas Rojas, Executive Director of Puente de Solidaridad 
Maria Ines Uriona, Coordinator of Health Programs, Puente de Solidaridad 
 
Hospitals and their staff 
Viedma Hospital (host hospital: course planning and two surgeries) 
Los Olivos Clinic (one surgery) 
Belga Hospita (meetings regarding epilepsy monitoring unit) 

Prior to setting up 

EEG equipment at 

their hospital, Belga 

engineering staff 

traveled to Rush 

Hospital in Chicago 

on a Solidarity Visit. 

This experience 

made possible on-

site learning that 

served to advance 

the equipment 

installation now 

underway.   


