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Solidarity Bridge 
The Chicago Catholic Missions 

Medical  Enterprise  Education 

 

Medical & Enterprise Missions to Cochabamba, Bolivia 

February 4th to February 13th, 2006 

 

On our 22nd & 23rd mission trips we: 

 saw 163 patients at a poor neighborhood and the Hospital Cuschieri 

 performed 39 surgeries  

 delivered 19 large boxes of medications, surgical supplies and equipment valued at $410,934 

 continued to meet and work with K’anchay and Warmis cooperatives and delivered a new 

clothing order 

 the infrastructure in Bolivia continues to be developed, with offices in Cochabamba and La 

Paz and representation in Santa Cruz 

 a meeting in Santa Cruz led to the next mission being set for that city with the Neurosurgery 

Project beginning there in October 

 

On this our fifth journey to Cochabamba, we included both a Medical and an Enterprise Mission 

group.  Cochabamba is a city set in a valley of the Andes Mountains at about 8400 feet above sea 

level.  The mission began with many trying travel difficulties, including half the group being stranded 

in Miami for 24 hours and the other half for 48.  Because of a Bolivian airline strike, after an all night 

flight to La Paz, the groups had to take busses crossing the Andes to Cochabamba.  Only 7 of the 19 

boxes arrived to La Paz, with the rest not arriving for another two days, creating problems with 

customs.  After many difficulties, we were able to retrieve the boxes.  The return flights to Miami also 

included some of our group having to spend the night in Miami.  Overall, the travel was an ordeal, but 

the mission time was very fruitful. 

 

Our team had 19 people, including two enterprise missioners.  The medical team was headed by Dr. 

Enrique Via-Reque, our medical director.  There were two general surgeons, a gynecologist, three 

anesthesiologists, a cardiologist, a pediatrician.  The nursing staff headed by Kate Scott had two 

surgical nurses and two other nurses.  We had two interpreters, one helper and our pastoral team of 

two made up the remainder of the team.  The enterprise team was made up of Bruce Leech and Juan 

Lorenzo Hinojosa. Overall, the team was wonderful and worked well together.   
 

 

MEDICAL MISSION 

 

Surgeries: Because our team lost a day because of our travel difficulties, our medical team was 

able to perform fewer surgeries that usual, but was able nonetheless to do 39.  All were pre-

screened by social services and found to be unable to afford their much-needed surgeries.  If the 

mission had not come, they would still be suffering. 

 

Of the 39 surgeries, 26 were general surgeries that included gall bladder removal and hernia 

repair.  Six were thyroid surgeries and five were gynecology surgeries.  Many patients stated that 
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they had lived with these hernias and gall bladder problems for very many years, causing serious 

chronic health problems and preventing many from working.  

 

One patient’s story, among many, is that of Rolando Choque.  His picture, before and after his 

surgery, is included below.  Rolando had an under active thyroid condition that had depleted him 

totally.  He is 33 years old, but looks older.  He is married. His condition required an expensive 

treatment beforehand to stabilize his condition enough to be operated.  He had received a cost of 

$1,500 to $2,000 for his operation and pre-treatment, but he only made $80 a month. He no 

longer could function and was very depressed.  His situation was so desperate that he once tried 

to commit suicide.  He tells us that the help we have given him has been “light in the darkness.”   

 

Outpatient Clinics:  Our clinical team consisted of a cardiologist, pediatrician, and a 

gynecologist.  Most of the patients were seen at the Hospital Cuschieri, but Dr. Lum, our 

pediatrician also went to a poor neighborhood.  There had been plans to go to the women’s 

prison, but there was an incident and the prison was in lock-down. 

 

Education:  In addition to the teaching that happens in the interactions with the hospital 

personnel in the operating room, Dr. George Lederhaas, one of our anesthesiologists, provided a 

series of lectures on pediatric anesthesia and pain management to the Bolivian Anesthesiology 

Association.   

 

Donated Materials:  We brought a great quantity of donated antibiotics, analgesics, anesthesia 

supplies, drugs and other surgical supplies.  The value of these was over $50,000.  As part of our 

Pacemaker Project we delivered donations of 51 leads and 88 pacemakers, an implantable 

defibrillator, a pacemaker programming machine, a number of electrophysiology ablation 

catheters for our partners in La Paz, Cochabamba and Santa Cruz at a value of $360,934.  The 

total donated materials totaled $410,934. 
 

 

ENTERPRISE MISSION and OVERALL ACTIVITY 
 

Enterprise missioners Bruce Leech, Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa, Jose Choque (cooperatives 

coordinator) Carlos Brockmann and Maria Eugenia Rojas de Brockmann (country coordinators) 

met with two of the cooperatives in Bolivia to both celebrate what was accomplished and to 

deliver another order from Dharma Trading.   It was particularly heartening to see how well put 

together the workshop of the K’anchay cooperative has become after their efforts and the 

financial help they received.  The cooperatives completed the year having exported some 10,000 

pieces of clothing. 

 

Bruce Leech (also our board chair) and Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa met our Cochabamba staff at the 

new offices.  They were impressed with the progress made.  The board of Puente de Solidaridad  

(the Bolivian Solidarity Bridge) and Bruce Leech also met with our accountant, Armindia 

Cespedes to get an end of year financial accounting of our activities in Bolivia.   

 

At this point, the infrastructure for our activities in Bolivia is complete.  We have our juridical 

standing as a non-profit, we have the equivalent of a limited liability corporation necessary for 

export, have opened two offices, one in Cochabamba and one in La Paz and have a full 
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complement of staff:  2 country coordinators; 1 operations manager in La Paz; 1 social worker in 

Cochabamba; 1 accountant/office manager and 1 coordinator with the cooperatives in 

Cochabamba where we have most of our activities. 

 

An evening supper was dedicated to gathering the board members (who came as missioners – a 

total of 7) from the U.S. and our board and staff from Bolivia.  This evening included some 

reflection on the mission of Solidarity Bridge/Puente de Solidaridad, getting to know each other 

and having an excellent meal and fellowship. 

 

A meeting in Santa Cruz included, representing Solidarity Bridge, Dr. Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa 

and Dr. Enrique Via-Reque,.  Also attending were the head of the Clinica Foianini, Dr. Esteban 

Foianini (a past missioner) the head of Fundacion Niño Feliz (our representative in Santa Cruz) 

Sra. Teresa Aspiazu and Dr. Guider Salas, a neurosurgeon who works at the Foianini and at the 

Hospital San Juan de Dios.  The elements and logistics of our next mission were discussed and 

progress made, including dates and the focus on the Neurosurgery Project.   

 

SPRING 2006 TEAM MEMBERS 

 
Dr.  Mandip Atwal General surgeon 

Ms. Barbara DeFotis Nurse 

Ms. Kathy Flanagan 

Helper/representative of Mary Seat of 

Wisdom Parish 

Ms. Zoila Gonzalez Translator 

Dr. Juan Hinojosa Coordinating team 

Ms. Sarah Hinojosa Coordinating and pastoral team 

Ms. Patricia Huizar 

Translator/representative of St. Frances 

of Rome Parish 

Dr. George Lederhaas Anesthesiologist 

Mr. Bruce Leech Enterprise missioner 

Dr. Theresa Lee General surgeon 

Dr.  Daniel Lum Pediatrician 

Dr. JoAnn McCaffrey Coordinating and pastoral team 

Ms. Beatriz  Ramirez Nurse 

Ms. Kate Scott Nursing director and surgical nurse 

Ms. Charlotte  Souers Surgical nurse 

Dr. Nancy Streitmatter Cardiologist 

Dr. Jose Maria Vargas-Bozo Gynecologist 

Dr. Enrique Via-Reque Medical director and anesthesiologist 

Dr. Daniel Yousif Anesthesiologist 

 

 

BUDGET  

Mission Income     Mission Expenses 

Butler Foundation  $3,000.00                    Airline costs  $17,596.38 

Oblate Sharing Fund $10,000.00                     Living/Travel exp. $4,367.83 

Raskob Foundation $10,000.00                     Participant materials $700.13 

Individual Donations $13,855.88               Patient care                        $10,891.54 

                        $36,855.88                                       Administrative     $3,300.00  

   Total      $36,855.88 



 4 

 

 
 

Rolando and Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa before his operation. 

 

 

 
 

Rolando after his operation, at the mass of thanksgiving. 


