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Solidarity Bridge 
The Chicago Catholic Missions 

Medical  Enterprise  Education 

 

  Medical Mission to Coroico, Bolivia 

September 16-26, 2005 

 

On this our second mission trip to Coroico, 23 missioners joined us to serve the poor at the Hospital 

Universitario de los Yungas. Coroico, three hours outside of La Paz, is a small town in an extremely 

rural mountainous area, where people come from poor mountain villages to receive medical care.  

 

Our 23 missioners brought a wide variety of medical skills.  They consisted of the following people:  

 

Ms. Maureen  Bahou Nurse Anesthetist 

Ms. Geraldine  Dunne Surgical Nurse 

Ms.  Sarah Flosi Translator 

Ms. Rose Gaerlan Surgical Nurse 

Rev. Gary Graf Chaplain 

Dr. James Herrmann Dermatologist 

Dr. Michael  Hussey Gynecologist 

Mrs. Patricia Hussey Nurse 

Ms. Maria Juarez Bilingual nurse 

Ms. Marisol Lopez Translator 

Mr. James Masiello Nurse Anesthetist 

Ms. Ann Moran Chaplain/ support team 

Ms. Mary Agnes Murphy Mission Director 

Dr. J.R. Pandyan General Surgeon 

Dr. Fernando Peña Plastic Surgeon 

Dr. Naraharisetty Rao Anesthesiologist 

Dr.  Jorge Rojas ENT 

Ms. Kate Scott Surgical Nurse and Nursing Coordinator 

Dr. Kathy Seskiewicz Pediatrician 

Dr. Nancy Streitmatter Cardiologist 

Dr. Rene Tapia Internist 

Dr. Enrique Via-Reque Anesthesiologist and Medical Coordinator 

Ms. Carina Wegrzyn Bilingual Practical Nurse 

 

 

Surgeries: In just five and a half surgery days, our medical team was able to successfully 

perform 56 surgeries. 17 of the surgeries were performed by our general surgeon, the 

majority of which were hernia and gall bladder operations. These patients were pre-

selected by the hospital as those with the greatest need financially and physically, 

suffering from their health problems for many years but unable to pay for surgery.  

 

11 surgeries were performed by our gynecologist, nine more than the number performed 

last year. In their evaluation of our mission, the hospital’s leadership team was most 

proud of this increase. They said that it demonstrated the confidence that the women of 

the region have in our mission team, a confidence that is very difficult to build in that part 

of the world. Hermana Rita, the Hospital Administrator, admitted that she was quite 
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surprised by the number of women who came to be seen, most of whom have never seen 

a gynecologist in their lives. 

 

Dr. Rojas and Dr. Peña, our ENT physician and Plastic Surgeon, are two Bolivian doctors 

from La Paz who willingly joined us for the weekend to support our efforts to assist the 

poor. Together, they performed 10 surgeries in just 2 days. The remaining 18 surgeries 

were dermatological procedures. 

 

Outpatient Clinics 

 

Our clinical team saw more patients in seven days than on any other mission. People 

came from all over the region, many walking for hours to arrive, to see our doctors. In 

total, 1,349 patients were treated by the mission team! 

 

Most of the patients arrived to the Hospital Universitario de los Yungus having learned 

about our mission from radio announcements sponsored by the Catholic Church. They 

waited in line every morning to receive a number that would allow them to see one of our 

specialists that day. 

 

Our dermatologist, Dr. James Herrmann, saw the most patients, 300 in total. He saw 

everything from a severe untreated fungal infection to a malignant mole to a wide variety 

of skin diseases that he sees every day in his own office in Illinois. It should be noted that 

the last dermatologist to see patients in this hospital was Dr. Herrmann, who joined us on 

mission last year. In other words, our mission doctor is the only dermatologist they have 

ever seen! 

 

Last year, we were unable to bring a pediatrician on mission, but thankfully Dr. 

Seskiewicz joined us and treated 221 patients, one of which was a 13 year old boy with a 

hernia that she was able to refer to our surgical team. He was operated on the next day. 

 

Because there were such a large number of internal medicine patients, Dr. Tapia (our 

missioner) shared his patient load with two other doctors from the hospital. All of the 

patients were seen at no charge as part of the mission effort. A total of 417 patients were 

treated, most of whom suffer from chronic problems such as acid reflux, arthritis, 

gastritis, and asthma. Many of the donated medicines that we brought with us directly 

benefited these patients. 

 

Our Bolivian ENT doctor also saw a total of 138 patients in just 2 ½ short days. A few 

were surgically treated by Dr. Rojas, but most were treated with medicines paid for by 

the mission.  

 

Our cardiologist was able to see 98 patients, all of whom received an EKG and extensive 

testing. Dr. Streitmatter was able to diagnose and provide medicine to several patients 

with hypertension, and she even found a young girl who is in need of a heart valve 

replacement. Solidarity Bridge is now working on a way to provide that much-needed 

operation. 
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Our gynecologist, besides doing an average of 2 surgeries a day, saw 94 patients. Most of 

his surgical cases were picked from the women who came for a clinic visit in hopes of 

treatment. Unfortunately, many more women had hoped to see the gynecologist during 

our mission, but were unable to do so because of lack of time. (The hospital leadership 

team would like us to bring 2 gynecologists next year if we go!) 

 

Besides seeing the 1349 patients in the hospital, our pediatrician and dermatologist took 

an afternoon to visit three remote villages and saw many patients.  

 

Other Achievements:  While our 23 missioners were busy working in Coroico, our 

Executive Director, Juan Hinojosa, was busy further developing our ongoing medical 

projects that serve the poor throughout the year. For a number of years now, Solidarity 

Bridge has been providing pacemakers to needy patients in Cochabamba and Santa Cruz. 

Thanks to this mission trip, Juan has now found a way to get pacemakers into the hearts 

of the poor in La Paz and Sucre as well.  

 

Additionally, Juan has concretized a new sponsorship program for patients who are in 

dire need of major surgery but do not have the resources to finance it. Through the 

Solidarity Bridge offices in Bolivia, these needy patients will have a chance to tell their 

story to our social worker there. These stories will then be shared through the internet 

with people in the United States who will hopefully be able to generously respond.  

 

Donated Materials:  As with all of our medical missions, we brought along a large 

quantity of supplies to use while on mission. Over $50,000 worth of supplies were 

delivered to the hospital in Coroico. Among what was donated were a great quantity of 

antibiotics, analgesics, anesthesia supplies, drugs and other surgical supplies.   A pulse 

oximeter and a cardiac monitor were also donated to the hospital for their permanent use 

in the operating rooms. The supplies that remained were given to the hospital for their 

ongoing service to the poor.  Additionally, we brought $416,000 worth of donated cardiac 

pacemakers and leads  for our  Heart Surgery Project that now takes place in four cities in 

Bolivia.   

 

Overall Observations:  In an evaluation session with the hospital leadership, the mission 

team was praised for working collaboratively with the hospital staff, all of whom also 

sacrifice their time and resources to serve the poor alongside our missioners. The increase 

in both surgeries and clinic visits from last year was also considered a sign of the value of 

our ongoing presence in Coroico. 

 

Our missioners were very pleased with their mission experience. All felt that they were 

directly helping the poor in an area of the country where healthcare is relatively 

inaccessible. They were touched by the gratitude and humility of the patients and inspired 

by the commitment of the hospital personnel in Coroico. 

 

 
 

 


