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This Fall mission took our mission team to the Andean valley of Cochabamba, Bolivia.  At an altitude of over 

8,000 ft. above sea level, this is an easier mission site than El Alto, but it also has its challenges, particularly 

for some of our members.  At these altitudes, the days are mild and the mornings and evenings are cool.  This 

trip included returning Maria Mamani, a Quechua girl (one of the two major indigenous groups in Bolivia) 

back to Cochabamba.  She had spent six months in Chicago, living with a host family, undergoing two 

operations for chronic osteomielitis (bone infection) of the pelvis.   

 

As usual, we were very well received by our counterparts and found an enormous number of needy patients 

who had been invited to receive medical/surgical/dental care.  There were four sub-teams:  surgical, 

medical/clinical, dental and pastoral.  We would begin each day with Eucharist or Morning Prayer and would 

end with a communal meal back at our lodgings.  The days were filled with seeing patients, surgeries and 

medical visits to prisons and the rural areas.   

 

 

The mission teams were made up of the following: 

 

Medical: a general surgeon - Dr. Bill Walsh; a gynecologist - Dr. Josef Mazurek; four 

anesthesiologists – Dr. Enrique Via-Reque, Dr. Katelin Russay, Dr. David Roth, Dr. Henry 

Mandevil; two internists - Dr. John Watson, Dr. Al Dietz; a cardiologist - Dr. Nancy 

Streitmatter; three surgical nurses - Kate Scott, Jeff Shaw, Steve Encinas; 

 three recovery room nurses – Mary Rose Roth, Kate Walsh, Beatriz Ramirez; nurse for the 

clinics – Rita Watson; one translators/helper – Sue Arenas.   

Dental:  two dentists – Dr. Aga Churszczyk and Dr. Marius Rog; two assistants  – Joanna 

Mazurek and Andrew Churszczyk.  

Pastoral:  two priests – Rev. Gary Graf and Rev. Bruce Neili, C.S.P.; a lay chaplain – Ann 

Moran Latimer; a Jesuit seminarian – Glen Chun, S.J.  
Leadership: Dr. Juan L. Hinojosa – Mission director; Dr. Enrique Via-Reque - Medical coordinator; 

Dr. Al Dietz and Dr. John Watson – Clinical coordinators; Nurse Kate Scott – Nursing coordinator. 

 

Enterprise Mission and Education Mission:  Dr. Juan L. Hinojosa 

 

Our counterparts in Bolivia for the Medical Mission included:  

 

 The coordinating local team:  the medical, dental and the administrative staff of the Hospital 

Cuschieri, a hospital of the Archdiocese of Cochabamba. 
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 The doctors and nurses at Hospital Cuschieri, where surgeries were performed, and the doctors and 

nurses from the clinics where we provided medical care. 

 Sr. Fulvia, who coordinated with the outlying clinics. 

 Sr. Edith, who coordinated the trips to the jails. 

 

The persons we connected with for the pastoral outreach included:  

 

 A group assembled by the Archdiocese of Cochabamba, both lay and clergy. 

 The evangelization center of the Archdiocese of Cochabamba. 

 Radio Maria – a radio station of the Catholic Church. 

 

Concrete Achievements: 

 

Medical Mission: 

 Surgical: (total of 47 surgeries) 

 - 30 general surgeries performed 

- 17 gynecological surgeries performed 

 Medical Care:   

   Patients seen (Total 792) 

   - Internal Medicine at hospital:  240 

           at prisons:   319 

           rural area:    65 

 -  Cardiology: 

            Patients seen at hospital: 135                      

         at prisons: 15 

                     rural area: 18 

 Dental Care: 

  Patients seen (Total 139, many patients receiving multiple procedures) 

            at hospital:  79 (61 extractions, 162 restorations placed, 22 root canals) 

             at prisons:   45 (around 100 extractions)   

             rural area:   15 (10 extractions, 8 restorations placed)          

 

 

 Over $60,000 in medical supplies, equipment and medicines were donated.  Among the 

equipment were two vital signs monitors donated by WelchAllyn, refurbished and valued when 

new at approximately $10,000 each.  Also included was a machine for calibrating pace makers 

valued at over $5,000.  $3,000 in cash was provided for medicines and other materials we used in 

surgery and for costs related to some cases that would be operated after we left.  We delivered 

101 pacemakers for those suffering with Chagas, a parasitic disease that affects the heart.  Each 

pacemaker, if the patient had been able to buy it, would have cost over $2,000.  Other valuable 

cardiological supplies and medicines were donated.  We were able to donate anti-rejection 

transplant medicine for a kidney transplant patient who desperately needed it. 

 

 Of note is an agreement reached with the Clinica Belga.  This is the best hospital in Bolivia for 

complex surgical cases.  In exchange for our donation of equipment and other items they need, 

they agreed to operate on a boy who needed a new heart valve and to consider taking other 

serious heart cases which we refer to them. 
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Enterprise Mission: 

 

Dr. Juan L. Hinojosa had meetings with the leadership of the three cooperative groups with which we 

work and with the Archdiocese of Cochabamba: 

  

Tramma:  They again expressed appreciation for the journey they took to present their wares at the 

Merchandise Mart show in Chicago.  While at Tramma, Juan Hinojosa participated in the blessing and 

inauguration of their new facility.  Solidarity Bridge has contacted an expert in product development and 

branding who has shown interest in coming to Bolivia.  This was conveyed to the leadership of Tramma, 

who showed great interest. 

 

Winay:  This group has suffered serious financial reversals.  Because of a very large debt and decrease in 

sales, they lost the land and buildings they were using.  Maria Elena Lozano, who represented them at the 

Merchandise Mart show, is no longer working with the group except on a volunteer basis in marketing.   

 

Wara Wara:  Don Isidoro and other leaders of Wara Wara met and explained that the samples they had 

sent us were shipped by mail and consequently lost.  Juan Hinojosa received more samples, though 

“seconds,” and will show them to Loyola University in Chicago, who had previously expressed interest in 

buying their sportswear from a cooperative through Solidarity Bridge’s Enterprise Mission.  

 

Archdiocese of Cochabamba:  The leadership has asked that we collaborate in helping them present 

proposals for funding to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ committee on Latin America.  

We agreed to help. 

 

Education Mission:  

 

Dr. Hinojosa had meetings with Fe y Alegria (Faith and Joy) and the leadership of the Maryknoll Institute 

for Language and Culture.  Both are ready to collaborate with the Solidarity Bridge team we are planning 

to bring in late June. 

 

   Spiritual: 

 

 Fr. Bruce Neili, a Paulist priest, led an evangelization campaign in collaboration with the Archdiocese 

of Cochabamba. He presided and preached at six eucharists around the city, including a concluding 

eucharist in the city plaza.  He gave four workshops on evangelization and a special workshop for 

priests titled, “The Profile of the Priest in the New Evangelization.” Many of the proceedings were 

broadcast by radio. 

 Fr. Gary Graf presided at numerous eucharists for the teams, the local indigenous populations and a 

local parish.  He also collaborated with Fr. Neili on the evangelization campaign. 

 The pastoral team led a celebration of the eucharist or a prayer service to begin each day. 

 The pastoral team provided patient pastoral care and spiritual guidance. 

 Many members of the mission teams gave testimony to the powerful impact the trip had on them, 

both humanly and spiritually. 

 Our Bolivian counterparts also experienced a tremendous impact, both humanly and spiritually. 

 In our Archdiocese, a number of parishes were involved by either supporting a short-term missioner 

or through a local commissioning. Many parishes participated by providing funding for the 

infrastructure needs. A number of parish individuals provided funds for the needs in Bolivia.  The 

Archdiocesan Commissioning at Queen of All Saints Basilica was a significant event in that parish. 

 More intangible, but just as important, is the witness of the individuals and of the entire mission to the 

care and gospel commitment of the U.S. Church for the Bolivian Church. 


