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The Chicago/Bolivia Medical Mission Partnership 
& 

The Catholic Enterprise Mission 
Ministries of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

 

Report on  

 

Medical Mission to the Diocese of El Alto  

and the Enterprise Mission Trips 

 

March 25-April 6, 2001 
 

 

Twenty-one short term missioners: two pastoral, fifteen medical and four business persons, 

shared their talents, experience, expertise, time and material resources to serve the poor in 

Bolivia. Among the doctors were a general surgeon, two plastic surgeons, a gynecologist, three 

anesthesiologist, a family physician and four translators. There were also a surgical technician 

and three nurses.  The Enterprise Mission team was made up of individuals with extensive 

experience in business and finance.  

 

Our counterparts in Bolivia for the Medical Mission included:  

 

 The coordinating local team:  the head of the El Alto pastoral health commission and the 

administrative staff of the Hospital Boliviano Holandes, a church run hospital. 

 The doctors and nurses at the hospital where operations occurred and the doctors and 

nurses from the clinic were we provided medical care. 

 

The persons we connected with for the Enterprise Mission included:  

 

 Bishop Jesus Juarez and the head of Caritas of the diocese of  El Alto. 

 Bishop Sergio Gualberti and the heads of Caritas and the Pastoral Social of the 

Archdiocese of Santa Cruz. 

 A group of lay Catholic business leaders, a representative of Archbishop Tito Solary (he 

was traveling) and the head of Caritas in the Archdiocese of Cochabamba. 

 

Concrete Achievements 

 

Medical Mission: 

• Surgical: (total of 62 surgeries) 

- 32 general and gynecological surgeries performed 

 - 30 plastic surgeries performed 

• Medical Care:  A total of 523 patients were attended to by the local team and ourselves. 
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Enterprise Mission: 

The Enterprise Mission team visited three dioceses:  El Alto, Santa Cruz and 

Cochabamba.  All three were eager to have us be part of their dioceses.  The group 

decided to put together a pilot program of empowerment of micro-enterprise that includes 

a micro-lending component in Cochabamba.  There is a strong group of business 

counterparts ready to shoulder the local responsibilities.  The project would have strong 

ties to Caritas.  If Cardinal George affirms the founding of this new mission effort and if 

funding for the local costs can be gathered the Enterprise Mission team will return to 

Bolivia in late June to firm up the project with the local counterparts. 

  

     Spiritual: 

 

 Morning prayer for participants each day of the mission, with Sunday eucharist at an 

Aymara community in the altiplano. 

 Patient pastoral care and spiritual guidance. 

 Many of our members of the mission teams gave testimony to the powerful impact, both 

humanly and spiritually, the trip had on them. 

 There is a tremendous impact, both humanly and spiritually, on our counterparts in 

Bolivia. 

 More intangible, but just as important, is the witness of the individuals and of the entire 

mission to the care and gospel commitment of the U.S. Church for the Bolivian Church. 

 In our Archdiocese, a number of parishes were involved by either supporting the short-

term missioner or through a local commissioning. Two parishes provided funding for the 

infrastructure needs. A number of parish individuals provided funds for the needs in 

Bolivia.  The Archdiocesan Commissioning at Queen of All Saints Basilica was a 

significant event in that parish. 

 

The reflections of one of our patients: 

“I am Mauricia Ramos and I have two daughters.  I live alone; I don’t have a house so I rent here in el Alto. 

In this way I made my living until I began to become sick little by little.  They have given me an operation 

to take out an abdominal tumor and now I am hospitalized.  I don’t know how 

long I will be here or what else I will need, but I feel much better.  My tumor weighed 2 kilograms (4.4. 

lbs.) and if they hadn’t taken it out I would not have lived.  Thank you for taking it out because otherwise I 

would not have had the resources to pay.  I sell goods on the street; when one sells things like that 

sometimes it goes well and sometimes it does not.  And now with the economic crisis things are worse.  If I 

had not heard about the mission they wouldn’t have operated on me and I would have died.  How long 

could I have lived with a tumor like that?  I couldn’t breathe, at night sometimes it felt like someone was 

suffocating or strangling me.  I couldn’t relax, I’d get up in the middle of the night.  Now I feel like a 

great weight has been lifted from me and I feel much more relieved, although the incision still hurts.  I 

thought that I would maybe someday I would have money for the operation, but when?  I thank you so  

much for this help.  It is like a gift from God, because without you many of us without money would have 

died.  They [the doctors and nurses] have sacrificed of themselves, given their time, their work, and all 

their material.  Who else would have given us these things?  Nobody.  Many thanks to everyone who has 

operated on us with such good will.” 


