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On this our 37th mission trip (which was our 25th medical mission) we: 

 Had our first open heart medical mission trip. 

 Performed 7 surgeries.   

 Provided 85 echocardiograms and patient consultations. 

 Delivered boxes of medications, surgical supplies and equipment valued at $91,981. 

 

 

 
 
In the foreground, Dan, Christopher, Oscar and Jenny in our third day of surgery. 

 

This was the first time we sent an open heart surgery team to Bolivia.  The complexity and amazing 

reality of a heart being able to be stopped and worked upon was a very powerful experience to behold.  

Our Bolivian counterparts were highly skilled and professional and did marvels with the level of 

technology available to them.  One example of this was the use of a Gigli saw by our counterpart in 

Bolivia, the cardiac surgeon Arturo Barrientos, who instead of using a power saw to cut the sternum, did 
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it by hand.  Not ideal, but it did the job. The postoperative care includes at least one full day of intensive 

care and about five days in a regular ward for observation.  If the reader wants a detailed blow by blow 

of the mission week, particularly the medical aspect, one can go to our cardiac surgeon, Christopher 

Peter’s website of the trip.  There is a blog as well as many pictures. 

http://web.mac.com/cpetersj/Bolivia_2008/Welcome.html 

 

 

BACKGROUND ON THIS MISSION TRIP   

 

We have an ongoing program of open heart surgeries for children (funded) and one for adults (patients 

must make contributions equaling the costs).  These programs function in Cochabamba and Santa Cruz.  

This mission trip was geared to provide open heart surgeries at a reduced cost for adult patients.   

 

An adult surgery can cost from $100,000 to $200,000 in the U.S.  In Bolivia, a person of scarce 

resources can receive one for about $8,000.  A person of means pays more.  We have been able to create 

agreements with the best heart surgery team in Santa Cruz and the hospital in which they operate, the 

Clinica Incor.  Instead of the $8,000 we have been able to have a congenital heart condition correction 

lowered to about $4,000 and $3600 for valve surgeries.   If the person needs heart valve replacement, 

$750 is added per valve if we have them available and $1200 per valve if we do not.  Even at these 

lowered costs, it is evident that most people who have heart problems and who are poor cannot accede to 

these life saving procedures.  Thus this mission trip.  We were able to bring many expensive supplies 

(single use oxygenators for the heart/lung machine; heart valves; goretex patches) that made it possible 

for many people to receive their surgeries.   

 

It is our conviction that patients and their families have the obligation to help pay what is within their 

means, for the expenses related to having their surgery.  In the seven cases that were operated, we were 

able to raise funds here in the U.S. and from the patients (after seeing our social worker) that helped pay 

for their surgeries and  will provide a subsidy, in the future, to help adults who cannot afford the full 

cost.  This means that many more adult patients will be benefited in this coming year. 

 

Surgeries: Our U.S. and Bolivian team performed a total of 7 surgeries.  Two were congenital 

corrections (one of a child) and five were valve replacement surgeries.  Two scheduled patients were 

taken off the schedule after our cardiologist, 

Dr. Nancy Streitmatter, did an 

echocardiogram on each.  It was found that 

there was a high probability that the patients 

could have died during surgery.  This revealed 

to us, if we have future missions of this type, 

that we will have to have better preoperative 

care, tests and screening.  In addition, Dr. 

Streitmatter saw 85 patients and discovered 4 

needing heart surgeries. 

 

Donated Materials:  We were able to provide 

a total of 7 donated heart valves and 2 goretex 

patches, in addition to 6 oxygenators.  Dr. 

Peters was able to leave 19 organic valves.  

The disadvantage of the organic valves is that Dennis and Mara, our U.S. perfusionist and his counterpart 

with the heart/lung machine.   

http://web.mac.com/cpetersj/Bolivia_2008/Welcome.html
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they do not last very long.  One of the patients operated had his last a scant 5 year.  Although these are 

used much less in Bolivia, they are at times used when the patient is elderly and lives in the rural areas 

without access to Cumedin (an inexpensive blood thinner) and medical follow up.  In addition, a 

substantial quantity of suture and other surgical materials was left to partially compensate the Clinica 

Incor for their costs.  We also took the opportunity to bring cardiac surgical materials and a vital signs 

monitor that are destined for Cochabamba. The total cardiac surgery donations are valued in excess of 

$60,000.  In addition, we delivered $31,981 in craniofacial materials destined for Carmen Ortiz’s 

surgery in Buenos Aires.  The total delivered to Bolivia was over $91,981. 

 

 
 
Dr. Peters with his patient, Erwin and Erwin’s wife. 
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Kathleen Curran  Translator 

Dan Hall    Cardiac Nurse 

Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa Trip Coordinator 

Christopher Peters  Cardiac Surgeon 

Nancy Streitmatter  Cardiologist 

Nancy Snowden  Cardiac Nurse 

Dennis Sobieski  Perfusionist 

 


