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verb

en•vi•sion
	 imagine as a future possibility;  
	 visualize.
“	envision a world where the health 
	 needs of those �most vulnerable  
	 are prioritized”
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Our Vision

Our Mission
In a spirit of solidarity, we partner with 
communities in Bolivia and Paraguay 
to increase access to safe, affordable 
surgery and other essential health care.

=	Elizabeth A. Johnson, Friends of God and Prophets: A Feminist 	
	 Theological Reading of the Communion of Saints (New York: 	
	 The Continuum Publishing Co., 1998), 175.  

We seek a just, compassionate, and interdependent 
world, where the health needs of those most vulner-
able are prioritized and medical professionals have 
the necessary resources to serve their communities.

In the US, the average pacemaker recipient is 75 years 
old. In Bolivia, because of Chagas disease, the average 
age of our patients is just 57. Jesusa (pictured center) 
received a life-saving pacemaker surgery at age 57. 

Solidarity calls us to a deeper awareness  
that we are all interrelated and profoundly 
connected. As we forge deep connections 
with others, their sufferings and joys become 
part of our own personal concern and spur  
us to transformative action in the world.=



A Note from our Board Chair 

	 In 2019, the Solidarity Bridge Board of  
	 Directors unveiled an update to our vision  
	 and mission statements. The words you see  
	 here represent our understanding of God’s  
	 vision for the world. They guide our decision- 
making and daily actions as we live out our vocation to work in 
solidarity to bring healing and justice to all of God’s people.

American poet Lucille Clifton once said, “we cannot create what 
we can’t imagine.” In this report, we invite you to envision 
with us a world that is ordered differently—where the health 
needs of those who are most vulnerable prioritized, where the 
goods of the earth are equitably distributed, and where as Pope 
Francis says, the value of the “life of all, over the appropriation of 
goods by the few” is realized. This is the vision we share with our 
partners in Bolivia and Paraguay. This is the world we are striving 
to build.

Thanks to the steadfast support and generosity of our community, 
we advanced training in minimally invasive surgical procedures, 
cancer treatments, and trauma response in 2019. We facilitated 
mutual experiences of learning for more than 100 US and Latin 
American medical professionals. In Bolivia, our medical equipping 

efforts expanded allowing us to support more patients than ever 
before. And in Paraguay, we advanced plans with our partners to 
improve neurosurgical services for those who can least access this 
complex yet essential care.

Our many achievements outlined in this report would not have 
been possible without the steadfast commitment of our closest 
partner, Puente de Solidaridad. Their commitment and leadership 
continued to guide our shared work in Bolivia, even in the midst of 
the civil unrest and political instability that followed their presidential 
elections last October. These challenges interrupted some of our 
planned activities, but also highlighted the deep need for our vision 
and mission. We are called, now more than ever, to remain in true 
solidarity with our partners and work more ardently to ensure that 
the hope of a healthy future is available to all people.

Thank you for daring to envision this too.

Dale Granchalek



Envision Expanded  
Access to Surgery

Solidarity Bridge began in 1999, inspired by the  
entrepreneurial vision of our Founder, Juan Lorenzo  
Hinojosa, who believed that the skills, creativity, and 
vision of those around him could be channeled toward 
the common good and give rise to a movement  
of solidarity. 

Years later, Dr. Johnny Camacho brought an innovative 
new vision for expanding this mission further. 

We first met Dr. Camacho in 2008 as a young surgeon 
at Cochabamba’s Viedma Hospital. Over the next few 
years, and multiple Solidarity Bridge mission trips, he  
honed his operating skills in laparoscopic general  
surgery. He soon became a key partner with Puente  
de Solidaridad, providing surgery to patients through 
our year-round General Surgery Program. In this role,  
he channeled the skills and creativity of those around 
him, marshalling the resources of his hospital and 
donating his own time to serve patients who could not 
otherwise afford or access surgery. 

But as he looked around his community, he saw the 
need to do more. “I was trained and did my residency  
in a poor hospital, where I could see patients’ needs  
up close. The number of patients needing treatment 
today has only increased.”

Dr. Camacho visits with former 
patient Sara and her daughters.



Looking for a way to reach patients who were unable to travel 
long distances for care, Dr. Camacho envisioned and helped 
develop a mobile laparoscopic unit that takes minimally  
invasive surgical services to provincial hospitals throughout 
the country. This model not only expands our program to  
more patients, but it also extends the mentored training  
in these procedures to new medical partners. 

The majority of surgeries provided by our General Surgery  
Program are now performed on these mobile campaigns.  
Coordinated by the staff at Puente de Solidaridad, teams of  
Bolivian surgeons and anesthesiologists take turns staffing the 
mobile campaigns, bringing training and advanced surgical 
care to under-resourced hospitals. For his part, Dr. Camacho 
performed 32 hernia and gallbladder surgeries on campaigns  
in Yacapani, San Julian and El Torno in August and September 
alone. These campaigns take Dr. Camacho away from his regular  
practice in Cochabamba, but like hundreds of US missioners, he 
sees his focus on serving those who are most vulnerable as an  
integrated part of his vocation as a doctor. The spiritual dimension 
of his medical work, says Dr. Camacho, “is the most important 
part, because it involves everything you are.”

Dr. Camacho continues to expand the scope of partnership in 
our surgical programs. In July 2019, he traveled to Santa Cruz to 
participate in a mission trip at the San Juan de Dios Hospital. He 
came seeking the training offered by US missioner Dr. Magued 

Khouzam on surgical treatment of esophageal achalasia. But thanks 
to his extensive experience in laparoscopy, he was also able to take 
on the role of a mentor. Just as he does during a mobile campaign, 
Dr. Camacho spent the mission week sharing his knowledge and 
experience with his Santa Cruz colleagues. In September, he joined 
the US mission team in Cliza, Bolivia and served as the general 
surgeon on our 100th mission trip.

We are humbled and proud to work in partnership with skilled  
doctors like Johnny Camacho. His passion and innovation reflect 
the entrepreneurial spirit of our founding. This spirit draws us to 
deploy our resources, time, talent, and treasure in new ways— 
to transform the structures that result in inequitable access to 
essential healthcare.

Dr. Camacho (left) and 	
Dr. Vallejos (right) are two 	
of our longest standing local 
partners. Inspired by our 	
mission trip model, they 
developed the mobile surgery 
program which now brings 
resources and training to 	
new hospitals each year, 
expanding surgical care to 
hundreds more patients.



Envision a World with 
Adequate Resources

Misisoner Rene Portillo (center) works 	
with his Bolivian peers to evaluate an 	
X-ray machine at the Belga Hospital. 

Surgery is essential—often the best treatment option for many common conditions. 
Yet it is complex, and requires significant investment, particularly in equipment and  
supplies. This is a key challenge in low-resource hospitals where machines can be 
difficult to both acquire and repair. 



find mechanical solutions that would increase access to quality 
health care for so many patients.

After finishing their repairs at the hospital, the missioners were 
invited to share presentations on imaging technology and careers 
in biomedical engineering with students at the Universidad del  
Valle and the Escuela Técnica de Salud. When a student asked 
what inspires them in this career, Rene Portillo responded, “This  
is humbling work, but don’t give up. I am motivated by continually 
thinking of the patients who need these machines to function 
properly.”

The training of biomedical experts is crucial to the success of a 
strong health system, and Solidarity Bridge is taking a broad  
view of how our mission can help ensure that health professionals  
have the resources they need to serve their communities. 

Because of resource inequities, many of the hospitals we partner 
with have to rely on old or donated equipment which is hard to 
keep in good working condition. When machines do break,  
needed parts or experts to fix them may not be readily available. 
Most medical equipment manufacturers do not have any  
presence in Bolivia or Paraguay. Our partner doctors and hospital 
administrators have told us that without reliable equipment,  
imaging, labs, and more, they cannot offer the life-saving  
treatments they are trained to provide. 

With the help of the TRIMEDX Foundation, we have begun to 
address this challenge. Together with our Latin American partners, 
we are expanding our vision of what it means to increase access 
to safe, affordable surgery. 

In 2019 we continued our partnership with the Indianapolis- 
based TRIMEDX Foundation, which was created to address the 
international need for medical equipment repair and support.  
In May, biomedical engineers Jurgen Zieb and Rene Portillo  
joined us in Cochabamba for our second mission trip focused on 
equipment repair. Prior to their travel, they consulted virtually with 
technicians and radiologists at the Viedma and Belga Hospitals, 
and were able to bring important replacement parts needed to 
repair essential X-ray equipment. These parts had been impossible 
to procure in Bolivia. During our mission week, we celebrated the 
experience of working together with our Bolivian colleagues to  

X-rays and other forms of 
imaging are important 
tools to diagnose patients 
and to prepare safe and 
successful surgeries. 
In 2019, our partners 
requested repairs and 
replacement parts for 	
this type of equipment.



Envision a  
Connected 
Global Church

“We are community.” These are the words Mary Cronin 
uses to describe her vision of what it means to be 
church. “We are not just community inside the walls of 
Queen of All Saints [her parish for over 60 years]. We 
are community for the city and the world. We are one.” 

Solidarity Bridge shares this vision of what it means  
to be church. Supporters like Mary Cronin are the  
ambassadors of this vision in their parishes across the US. 

Mary first learned of Solidarity Bridge from her pew 
at Queen of All Saints Basilica in Chicago, where she 
witnessed a send-off Mass for missioners departing for 
Bolivia. She felt immediately drawn to the mission.  
“In my heart, your organization is extremely important 
and I want to see its work continue. I know it depends 
on donors, including the medical people who travel and 
donate their time so generously.” Indeed, our mission is 
strengthened by the many and varied participants, like 
Mary, who donate, promote, travel, or pray with us.  

Mary has lived a life dedicated to faith-filled solidarity 
and justice, and it’s no surprise that she has been a 
champion of solidarity in her parish community. As a 
child she was inspired by the homilies of her parish 
priest who preached about justice. “Even as a 4th grader,  
I was mesmerized.” As a young adult, her commitment 

The obligation to “love our neighbor” has an 	
individual dimension, but it also requires a broader 
social commitment to the common good. 	
Economic Justice for All



to justice deepened and she traveled from Chicago to be present  
when Martin Luther King began his march from Selma to 
Montgomery. “It was one of the most important things I have 
ever done in my life.” Mary has dedicated her professional life to 
serving others, working for the Cook County Department of  
Public Aid and IL Department of Human Services for over 37 years. 

Today she is a devoted mother of two, a grandmother of five  
and a dedicated volunteer in her church and community. At Queen 
of All Saints she brings her deep experiences of solidarity to the 
parish’s Third Sunday Collection. Each month, parishioners give 
to this special collection in service to the poor. This money supports  
Queen of All Saints’ official sharing parishes and remaining 
monies are distributed to a dozen other organizations each year, 
including Solidarity Bridge. “We do a lot for our own local  
community through the St. Vincent de Paul Society and our 
regular gift card drive. But the Third Sunday Collection reaches 
out beyond the environment of our walls.”

Through these gifts, the Queen of All Saints parish community has 
been faithfully and generously supporting the work of Solidarity 
Bridge annually since 2002. These gifts invite the entire community 
into solidarity with our patients and partners in South America.

Mary says, “We are all on this journey together and that is what  
it means to me to be a Catholic Christian. Jesus came to teach us: 
‘love your God and love your neighbor’. It’s as simple as that.”  
Her life and the generosity of her parish community certainly 
embody these words!

Solidarity Bridge partners with church communities in diverse ways—
mission preaching, adult faith enrichment, Advent and Lenten causes, 
training in solidarity and service, and more. 

“We are community, for the city and  
the world. We are one!” 

Visit solidaritybridge.org/parishresources to learn how your 
parish can connect with the mission of Solidarity Bridge. 



78%
patients served in our 
year-round programs

22% 
patients served on 

mission trips

Envision Sustainable Impact

In 2019 we were faced with new challenges. A  
nationwide civil protest in Bolivia, following the 
October elections, caused the cancellation of three 
mission trips. Nevertheless, the strength of our  
partnership with Puente de Solidaridad enabled us 
to serve more patients in 2019 than ever before! 

This was possible because of our shared vision for 
sustainable care. Each year, the number of patients 
served by our year-round programs grows. In 2019, 
we also saw the expansion of our medical supply 
provisioning, extending material resources directly  
to patients as well as our partners in healthcare.

The Heart of Our Mission 

Through supportive services and compassionate care, we strive to provide patients with 	
not only life-saving treatment but also accompaniment and solidarity during their medical 	
challenges. In 2019, we reunited with Victor (second from left). Since his 2018 surgery to 
restore intestinal function following earlier treatment for colon cancer, he married and 
welcomed a daughter. Two of the missioners who helped care for Victor were delighted to 
see him recovered and to meet his young family!



Net Assets: $695,176
$322,008 In-Kind  |  $373,168 Cash

Revenue: $2,238,084
$1,157,354 In-Kind  
$1,080,730 Cash

•In-Kind 52%

•Individuals 30%

•Organizations/ 
	 Corporations 18%

•Direct Program 85%

•Fundraising 8%

•Administrative 7%

Expenses: $1,895,052
$ 884,927 In-Kind 
$ 1,010,125 Cash

2019 Accomplishments

Medical Supply Distributions  
Expand Support

4,272

466

23

Pounds of supplies carried to  
Bolivia in 89 suitcases

Patients Served
2019: 1259

Since 1999: 66,325

Total Surgeries
2019: 303

Since 1999: 6,648

Missioners
2019: 44

Since 1999: 460

Mission Trips
2019: 6

Since 1999: 100

Medical Supplies Donated
2019: $612,066

Since 1999: $42,550,348

Patients who received supplies  
to support their healthcare

Hospitals supported by bulk  
donations of needed medical supplies



   $50,000+ 
Anonymous
Isaac & Renee Goff

   

$20,000–$49,999 
David & Elizabeth Ford
Jay & Maureen Herrmann, MDs
Piaree Madoo & Richard Moser, MD

  

 $10,000–$20,000
AMB Foundation
Archdiocese of Chicago
Astra-Zeneca
Susan & J. Laurence Costin, Jr.
DuPage Medical Group
Kurt & Linda Florian
The Grainger Foundation
Erica & Dale Granchalek
Mary Beth & John Gregory, MD
Helen Brach Foundation
Hermitage Charitable Trust
Linda & Raymond Nicholus, Jr.
Rev. Bob Oldershaw
Lori Price
Raskob Foundation for  
   Catholic Activities
Ann Rhomberg
Sue Rhomberg
Sisters of St. Casimir

SOLIDARITY CIRCLE 
DONORS

   $5,000–$9,999
Paula & Eugenio Fernandez
Margaret & Joseph Flanagan, Jr.
Larkin & Catherine Flanagan
Robert & Elizabeth Flanagan
Kira Foken
Mary Anne Goldberg
Wendy Du Boe & Leon Heller

Juan Lorenzo & Sarah Hinojosa
Hospital Sisters Mission Outreach
J. Homer Butler Foundation
Jack Griffin & Monica  
   Joseph-Griffin , MD
Magued Khouzam, MD
Nanda & Robert LaPata, MD
Bruce & Joan Leech
Judith & Mark Ottolin, MD
Maureen Murphy & Michael  
   Perconti, MD
Parishioners of Queen of All  
   Saints Basilica  
Rabbitt Whalen Family  
   Foundation
Janet Rhomberg
The Richard C. & Margaret V. 
   Romano Charitable Trust
Janet Tomezsko, MD
Saja & Daniel Yousif, MD

       $2,500–$4,999 
Shelly Agarwal, MD
Bridget Barrow, MD
Donald & Kathleen Carlin
Kathryn Chen, MD
Brian Clarke & Margaret Feit Clarke
John & Emily Costigan
Amna Diwan, MD
Jennell & Patrick Duey, MD
Julia & Alvaro Encinas, MD
Dara Madrid & Marco Fernandez, MD

Edson & Risha Foster, MD
Mikhail Freidine, MD
Bob & Carrie Gibson
Terry Unterman & Roberta Glick, MDs
Joe Griffin
James Griffin & Nancy Rowell Griffin
Nelson & Yvon Imana
Bermans Iskandar, MD
Matthew Scher & Barbara Lazio, MD
Susan Schaffrath & Jim Lindholm
Mary Deeley & Danielle Lum
Daniel & Lynne Mapes-Riordan
Danielle McCarthur, MD
Kerry & Steve Miller
Jackie Mortillaro
Don Nelson
Wilma & Bill Paterson
Natalie Rodriguez
Donna & Jeffrey Romano
Robert & Sue Ann Ross
Chris Schmidt & Eve Doucette, MD
Kate & Rick Scott
Bud & Margaret Sents
Kathy Seskiewicz, MD
Malcolm Smith, MD
Erin Stevens, MD
Kimberly & Andrew Stover
Ann & Chris Swain
Brian & Kelly Tufts
Jessica Waldo
John Weaver, MD
Lauren Yarkony

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE DONORS

A Just Distribution of Resources 

We believe that the goods of the Earth—which include 	
medical care and equipment—belong to us all. A 2019 Solidarity 
Visit allowed our partners from Puente de Solidaridad to visit 
the US and consult with the Hospital Sisters Mission Outreach 
(HSMO) who share our belief in this moral obligation. Here, 
Puente de Solidaridad Supplies Coordinator, José Choque, 
confers with HSMO Biomedical Engineer, Ratish Kumar, about 
equipment to be included in an upcoming container shipment. 



   $1,000–$2,499 
Anonymous
Daniel & Shelley Bacastow
Robert & Sheila Berner
Keith & Deb Cantrell
Nirvana & Chris Chapman
George Matkov & Nancy  
   Churchill Matkov
Anthony Cirrincione &  
   Karen Kaul, MDs
Susan & Phillip Couri
Mary Cronin
Robert & Isabel Curley
Jim & Ellen Dalton
Amy & Art DiPatri, MD
Martin & Lorita Doucette
Ajay & Ansarie Easo
The Edward E. & Marie L.  
   Matthews Foundation
Ricardo & Brenda Elias
Tom Flickinger & Louise  
   Matthews, MD
Sarah Flosi
Joseph & Theresa Fosco
Beth & Ben Fulton
Mary Quinn & Mike Gordon, MD
Michael & Ellen Griffin
Hector Moreno & Vivian Joffre
Jeff & Christine Kauffman
David & Geri Kendall
Jeff & Peggy Kendrick
Phil & Gaye Kenny

Melissa Koopmann
John & Mary Lee Lally
Mary Lerps
Michael & Mary Lou Leyden
Margaret S. & Phillip D. Block, Jr.  
   Family Fund
Mark & Nancy Marinko
Brian & Rachel McDonnell
J.P. & Jean Moran
Lanie & Ken Munzing
Thomas Nangle
John O’Grady
Parishioners of St. Clement Church
Parishioners of St. Nicholas Church
Adriaan & Angela Peperzak
Kevin & Diane Regan
Roger & Cathy Rhomberg
James & Nancy Rhomberg
Maria Teresa & Edgar Rios, MD
Arif & Alzeena Saleem
Mary Schmid
Michael & Elizabeth Schmid
Aida Segura
Jenny & Nick Semaca
Bob & Charlene Shaw
Becky & Joseph Sherman, MD
Jean Charles Soria
Andrew & Shelli Stair
Joan & Timothy Van Natta, MD
Desire & Clifton Van Putten, MD
Nicole & Steve VanderVoort
Deborah Winarski
Patricia Zelinski

$500–$999
Sarah Alexander, MD
Biomet Osteo System
Steve & Maria Bougie
Cathy Boyle
Catherine Boyle
Bob & Sara Burson
Lisa & Kurt Carlson
Sunil & Maria Cristina Chopra
Joseph & Elizabeth Cushing
Mary & Richard Daly
Ronald & Gloria Davies
Richard & Joan DeCleene
Matt & Sasha Demos
Diane & Robert Dempsey, MD
Dave Haracz & Mary Dolan
Margaret & Patrick Dunham
Marie Durkin
Kim Grahl & Robert Feldman, MDs
Marion Flynn
Stephen Freese
Claudia Gomez Postigo
Jeff & Mary Harvey
Gerald & Linda Hatcher
Andrew Herrmann MD
Linda Hughey Holt, MD
Carl & Linda Hussey
Mark & Lisa Jarmoszka
Coleman & Delia Joyce
Brad Armacost & Cynthia Judge
Jennifer Moran & Peter Kuranchi

Catheleen & Benjamin  
   LeCompte, MD
Kathleen Leggdas
Sandy Levy
Margie & Jeffrey Loeb, MD
Matthew Troy and Monica  
   Lorimer, MDs
Mariola Sokol-Makos, Stephanie  
   Makos & Veronica Makos
Barbara Soricelli & Dan Maloney
Eileen & Dilio Menacho, MD
Mark Molitch, MD 
David & Agnes Murdoch
Rose Parolin
Angela Paviglianiti
Luigi & Anne Marie Pintore
John & Judy Power
Tom & Karen Reepmeyer
Martin & Jennifer Rhomberg
Randy & Margy Roberts
Gail & Richard Rosseau, MDs 
Rotary Club of Chicago 
Bill & Jolanta Sander
David Schmid
Charlotte Shea
Joseph Siprut
Elaine Ludwig & Joe Streator
Gunar Subieta, MD
Ulises Torres, MD
Steve & Mary Ann Travnik
Chiara Delpero & Fabrizio Valentini
Daniel Vicencio, MD

Patrick & Mary Lou Voitik
Mary White
Frank Whittaker
Mitch & Fran Wiet
Elizabeth Robin Wood
Jim Zastrow & Ann Kolasa 

IN-KIND DONORS
Cynthia Berkshire

Edna Blanchard

Barbara Blough

Lori Boex

Mary Luz Botero

George Matkov & Nancy  

   Churchill Matkov

Helen Cremer

David & Gwen de Jong

Liz DiBenendetto

Julia & Alvaro Encinas, MD

Glynn Faircloth

Dara Madrid & Marco  

   Fernandez, MD

Margaret & Joseph Flanagan, Jr.  

Kurt & Linda Florian

Mark Harris & Meredith  

   Garrett, MDs

Mary Beth & John Gregory, MD

Thomas & Mary Hennelly

Jim & Sue Herrmann

Jay & Maureen Herrmann, MDs

Linda Hughey Holt

Bermans Iskandar, MD



Rene Portillo Chacon

Ann Rhomberg

Mary Ridges

Dennis Robak

Kim Robinson

Matt Rogatz

William & Pam Spangler

Mike Spellman

Nancy Streitmatter, MD

Janet Tomezsko, MD

Kelly Vandewalker

Nancy Vaske

Jessica Waldo 

IN-KIND CORPORATE 
DONORS   
Alternative Source Medical
AmeriCares
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s 
   Hospital of Chicago
Anonymous
Billings Clinic
Boston Scientific
Brookfield Zoo
Catch 35
CBS Television City
Century 12 Evanston
Chicago Athletic Club
Chicago Bears Outreach
Chicago Cubs
Chicago Wolves

Classic Cinemas

Comedy Sportz

Core & Rind Hospitality

CorePower Yoga

Few Spirits, LLC

Float Sixty

Frame Warehouse Evanston

Fred’s Garage

Hollywood Palms

Hospital Sisters Mission Outreach

Illinois Holocaust Museum and  

   Education Center

iO Theater

Kane County Cougars

Koval Distillery

Lagunitas Brewing Company

Lettuce Entertain You

Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria

MAP International

MedShare

Medtronic

Miga Solutions Inc.

Music Theater Works

North Shore Pilates & Spa

Northlight Theatre

Oceanique

The Peckish Pig

River House B&B

ROW Foundation

Scanlan International

Ten Mile House

Three Tarts Bakery

Title Boxing Evanston

Twin Anchors Restaurant

The Untouchables Tour

Windy City Fieldhouse

The Wine Goddess

MISSIONERS
Shelly Agarwal, MD

Bridget Barrow, MD

Jurgen Zieb Bracker

Maria Eugenia Brockmann 

Kathryn Chen, MD

Art DiPatri, MD

Lindsay Doucette 

Patrick Duey, MD

Alvaro Encinas, MD

Marco Fernandez, MD

Catherine Flanagan 

Margaret Flanagan 

Mikhail Freidine, MD

Jen Gentile, RN

Claudia Gomez Postigo, RN

Jodi Grahl 

John Gregory, MD

Joe Griffin

Jay Herrmann, MD

Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa, PhD

Nelson Imana 

Vivian Joffre 

Monica Joseph-Griffin, MD

Magued Khouzam, MD

Erica Ludi, MD

Laura & Hani Jacob Saleh, MD 

Jack Griffin & Monica  

   Joseph-Griffin, MD 

Magued Khouzam, MD

Dave & Becky Kimbell

Mark Potosnak & Christie Klimas

Charlie & Barbara Koop

Strengthening Surgical Systems

In 2019, our Neurosurgery Program initiated new, long-term 
partnerships with public hospitals in Sucre, Bolivia and Asunción, 
Paraguay. We began by conducting baseline assessments with 
all perioperative services, from admission to rehabilitation. The 
goal of these partnerships is to improve outcomes for traumatic 
brain and spine injury patients by strengthening the coordinated 
response of the entire surgical ecosystem.   

Erin & George Lederhaas, MD

Bruce & Joan Leech

Estate of Albert L. Manfre

Jane & Ronald Miller, MD

Kate Moring

Jackie Mortillaro

Judith and Mark Ottolin, MD



Jackie Mortillaro, RN
Stephanie Morup, PA
Richard Moser, MD
Maureen Murphy 
Carlin O’Brien 
Rev. Bob Oldershaw 
Mark Ottolin, MD
Michael Perconti, MD
Mark Piedra, MD
Rene Portillo Chacon 
Ann Rhomberg 
Natalie Rodriguez 
Carolina Sandoval- 
   Garcia, MD
Aida Segura 
Joe Sherman, MD
Erin Stevens, MD
Kim Stover, PT
Jessica Waldo, RN
Lauren Yarkony, RN

VOLUNTEERS
Terry Burson
Mike Canter
Andrea Celleri
Janalee Croegaert
Ellen Dalton
Sandra Davis
Sam de Jong
Eric De La Vega
Maeve Dillon
Mary Dougherty
Jim Dougherty
Marie Durkin
Maureen Fenty
Preston Firestone
Margaret Flanagan
Catherine Flanagan
Marion Flynn
Jo Anne Gerules
Claudia Gomez Postigo

David Gonzalez
Joe Griffin
Libby Griffin
Judith Gruber
October Gunawan
Eileen Heineman
Martha Huffman
Gloria Jen
Sanajana Kantayya
Guna Kondapaneni
Barbara Krystyniak  
   Traverso
Nanda LaPata
Amelia LaPata
Leo LaPata
Jim Lindholm
Marianne Littau
Jim Manzardo
Kelsey McCauley
Pat McCourt

For 17 years, we have facilitated a partnership between Puente de Solidaridad and 
Dharma Trading Co. which confronts the reality that poverty is inextricably linked to poor 
health. Dharma Trading sells textiles produced by artisans in Bolivia, honoring their 
cultural heritage, paying living wages, and supporting locally sourced, low-impact, or 
recycled materials. The company takes no profit from the sales. The Goff family, Dharma 
Trading owners, generously support our pediatric heart surgery efforts.

A Growing Focus on Cancer Treatment

In April 2019, we returned to the Cancer Institute of Eastern Bolivia 
for our second Oncological Surgery Mission Trip, offering training in 
general surgery and gynecologic specialties. Missioner Dr. Erin Stevens 
(in blue), partnered with Bolivian surgeons Dr. Ingrid Hurtado (center) 
and Dr. Osvaldo Ortiz (right) to treat nine women with gynecologic 
cancers. Dr. Stevens also presented lectures on sentinel node biopsies, 
as well as HPV and cervical cancer.

Rita McCourt
Gustavo Arreguin Mendoza
Matilde Merida-Manzardo
Joe Miller 
Elena Morales Grahl
Eva Morales Grahl
Maureen Murphy
Carlin O’Brien
Jean O’Keefe
Judith Plumb
Mariela Rodriguez
Susan Schaffrath
Matthew Smith
Barbara Soricelli
Betsy Station
Kim Stover
Katrina Swanson
Pat Trafton
Lotte van Ham
Jenna Wild
Deborah Winarski



Celebrating Our 100th Mission Trip!

In 2019, our 100th mission trip took us to the municipal hospital in Cliza, 
Bolivia. US surgeons and clinicians partnered with their Bolivian peers to 
serve more than 750 patients! Mission trips are an important opportunity 
for training. By teaching new and advancing techniques, we have an 	
opportunity to sustainably impact the health system.

SOLIDARITY 
BRIDGE  
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Lindsay Doucette, MPA, Senior Director of Programs
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