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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

In May of 2019, Solidarity Bridge and Puente de Solidaridad convened the second Biomedical 

Engineering Trip to Cochabamba. Two biomedical engineers, specialists in imaging 

technology, participated in the trip along with trip leader, Lindsay Doucette.  

 

II.      TRIP GOALS 

1.  Respond to locally prioritized needs at the Belga and Viedma Hospitals in 

Cochabamba. During the previous trip, the hospitals expressed the need for training 

and repair related to hospital imaging equipment.   

 

2.  Provide instruction and encouragement for Bolivian engineering students considering 

careers in biomedical engineering.  
 

III. ACTIVITIES and ACHIEVEMENTS 

 

Our partners at the TriMedx Foundation helped to recruit and support travel expenses for imaging 

specialists Jurgen Zieb and Rene Portillo to participate in the week-long mission trip. 

 

During their time in Cochabamba, the BMET missioners met with engineers, technicians and 

radiologists at the Belga Hospital and the Viedma Hospitals. They shared mutual mentoring and 

 



training in X-ray repair. They had the opportunity to be in solidarity with their Bolivian 

engineering colleagues when facing the frustration of an old X-Ray machine that could not be 

salvaged. They celebrated finding solutions to imaging problems at local hospitals and were happy 

to connect local engineers with replacement parts needed for essential imaging equipment.  

 

The mission week was a rich opportunity for the exchange of technical experience among the 

visiting specialists and Bolivian engineers, as well as with students, technicians and other medical 

professionals.  
 

Jurgen and Rene were invited to share presentations on imaging technology and careers in 

biomedical engineering with engineering and technical students at the Universidad del Valle 

and the Escuela Técnica de Salud.   

 

The week ended with very positive reviews from the visiting biomedical missioners and from 

our Bolivian partners. There is ongoing interest to continue this fruitful partnership through 

future mission trips and other programs to continue to encourage the development of the 

biomedical engineering field in Bolivia. The training and equipping of biomedical experts is 

crucial to the success of the provision of timely and accessible health services for Bolivians in 

need of care.  

 

 

IV. MISSION TEAM MEMBERS 
 

Solidarity Bridge is grateful for each of the following individuals and the many unnamed 

others – the host hospital administration and staff, multiple donors, families and colleagues 

who covered for us back home, etc. – who together made this mission possible.  
 

Puente de Solidaridad trip support: 

Patricia Vargas, Executive Director 

José Choque, Supplies Coordinator 

Alfonso Flores, Warehouse and Logistics  

 

 

Solidarity Bridge trip leadership:   

Lindsay Doucette, Trip Leader 

 

Biomedical Engineering Missioners: 

Jurgen Zieb 

Rene Portillo 

 

Thanks to these participating institutions:  

Hospital Belga 

Viedma Hospital 

Universidad del Valle 

Escuela Técnica de Salud Boliviano Japonesa 

de Cooperación Andina 

 


