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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Fourteen missioners traveled to Santa Cruz, Bolivia, for Solidarity Bridge’s second 

Oncological Surgery Mission Trip (OSMT), hosted by Bolivia’s foremost public cancer 

hospital, the Instituto Oncológico del Oriente Boliviano – the Oncological Institute of Eastern 

Bolivia. The U.S. team included three surgeons, three anesthesiologists, one physician 

assistant, one nurse, one medical supplies coordinator, three interpreters, a team chaplain and a 

trip leader. The primary goal of this mission trip was to nurture partnerships with the 

Institute’s general and gynecologic oncology surgery departments to expand access to cancer 

treatment for the population served by the Institute. 
 

 

II. ACTIVITIES and ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

 The mission team began the week with home visits to reconnect with two patients from the 

2018 Oncological Surgery Mission Trip. These visits helped ground the visiting health 

workers in the day-to-day realities faced by the patients and families we serve. Missioners 

were able to celebrate the progress made by the two patients from the previous year, while 

being reminded of the challenges they face in their recoveries and follow-up care. 

 

 The mission team met their Bolivian peers at the Oncological Institute on the morning of 

Sunday, April 6, to jointly review the patients pre-selected by the Bolivian partners for 

 



surgery. Over the following five days, 

16 surgeries were performed. Patients 

treated included eleven women and 

five men ranging in age from 23 to 80, 

with an average age of 50. Illnesses 

treated included colon, gastric, 

thyroid, ovarian, cervical, and 

endometrial cancers, as well as 

neurofibromatosis, a thyroid colloid 

cyst, endometrial hyperplasia, and 

other pathologies. Surgeries performed 

included hysterectomies, 

lymphadenectomy, gastrectomy, 

hemicolectomy, thyroidectomy, tumor 

resections, a Whipple, and others. 

About half of the surgeries were performed laparoscopically.  

 

 Mutual mentoring and training occurred throughout the process of final patient 

selection, discussion of treatment options, surgery, and follow-up care. Missioners and 

local partners performed each aspect of patient care as a team, with all participants 

learning from each other. 

 

 Four of the team physicians offered presentations on six different topics at a course 

organized by the Oncological Institute and Puente de Solidaridad. The course was titled 

Advancements in Oncological Surgery and was sponsored by Grunenthal Pharma of 

Santa Cruz. Presentations included: 

 

Dr. Erin Stevens: 

- Sentinel node biopsy in gynecologic cancer 

- HPV and cervical cancer 

 

Dr. John Gregory: 

- Esophageal cancer 

 

Dr. Kathryn Chen: 

- Gastric cancer treatment 

 

Dr. Marco Fernandez: 

- The ERAS Protocol 

- Regional anesthesia blocks  

 

 This mission team delivered approximately $145,500 worth of in-kind medical 

donations for use during the trip and to support Solidarity Bridge’s year-round surgical 

programs. Two weeks after conclusion of the mission, the Oncological Institute 

received a truckload of medical, surgical, and anesthesia supplies selected by its staff 

from the Puente de Solidaridad warehouse. As part of our broader medical equipping 

objective, these post-mission donations help to ensure that partner hospitals can 

continue to implement the techniques learned and otherwise sustain their work.  



 

III. MISSION TEAM MEMBERS 
 

Solidarity Bridge is grateful for each of the following individuals and the many unnamed others – the 

host hospital administration and staff, multiple donors, families and colleagues who covered for us 

back home, etc. – who together made this mission possible.  

 

Solidarity Bridge trip leadership:   
Jodi Grahl, Trip leader  

Lindsay Doucette, Trip chaplain  

 

Missioners: 
Maria Eugenia Brockmann, Interpreter 

Dr. Kathryn Chen, General Oncological Surgeon 

Dr. Patrick Duey, Anesthesiologist 

Dr. Marco Fernández, Anesthesiologist & Trip Medical 

Director 

Dr. Mikhail Freidine, Anesthesiologist 

Dr. John Gregory, General Oncological Surgeon 

Nelson Imaña, Medical Supplies Coordinator 

Vivian Joffre, Interpreter 

Stephanie Morup, Physician Assistant 

Natalie Rodriguez, Interpreter  

Dr. Erin Stevens, Gynecologic Surgeon 

Jessica Waldo, Registered Nurse 
 

Oncological Institute staff: 
 

Following the mission trip, surgery patients remain under the care of the Bolivian doctors and nurses at the 

Oncological Institute. We extend a special Thank You to the leadership and staff of the Oncological 

Institute of Eastern Bolivia. Some of the professionals with whom we were privileged to partner include: 

Medical Director Dr. Martha Alicia Arrien; Hospital Manager Dr. Gabriela Antelo; Chief of Surgery 

Dr. Nelson Bejar; Chief of Gynecologic Surgery, Dr. Ingrid Hurtado, resident surgeons Dr. José Copa, Dr. 

Henry Janco, and Dr. Osvaldo Ortiz, the incredible nursing and OR staffs, and many others.  

Local leadership, staff, and support: 

 
Puente de Solidaridad develops the relationships 

with partner hospitals and medical personnel and 

manages all local planning. After the conclusion 

of mission trips, the PdS staff continues to support 

each of the patients treated and their families. 

They are key to the success and sustainability of 

all we do. 

  

OSMT 2019 PdS Support Team: 
Patricia Vargas, Executive Director 

Patricia Paz, Santa Cruz Regional Coordinator 

Carmen Salses, Santa Cruz Social Worker 

Desirée Méndez, Santa Cruz Supplies Coordinator 

Ariel Montaño, Communications 

 

 

Missioners worked alongside their Bolivian partners in two adjacent operating rooms dedicated 

respectively to gynecologic and general surgery. 


