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I. INTRODUCTION     

Each year, Solidarity Bridge’s large multi-specialty mission team provides both clinical and surgical care 
to underserved Bolivians while also equipping and teaching at a local host hospital. This year, our team 
of 21 missioners returned to the small town of Punata, situated approximately 30 miles south of 
Cochabamba. Our nearby partner office, Puente de Solidaridad, led our trip planning over many months 
and accompanied us throughout our 10-day mission. They continue to liaise with the Punata hospital 
leadership to evaluate options for continued work. 

 
 
II. MISSION GOALS  

    
A. Provide care to low-income patients in partnership with the Bolivian medical community 
B. Share knowledge and skills with the Bolivian medical community using a mentorship approach 
C. Provide medical equipment and supplies to local partners who serve low-income patients 
D. Offer all participants an experience of personal transformation and spiritual growth 
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III. MEETING OUR GOALS 
 

A. Provide specialty medical services to low income patients in partnership with the Bolivian 
medical community 

 
Across six specialties (Dermatology, Cardiology, Gynecology, Pediatrics, Family Practice, Physical 
Therapy) our missioners worked alongside their Bolivian counterparts to treat 734 low-income 
patients in clinics at the hospital and throughout the Punata community at large. Numerous 
patients were also seen in their homes. 
   

                                             
     Dermatologist Dr. Jay Herrmann examines a patient as a                              Pediatrician Dr. Monica Joseph Griffin and a local  
       Bolivian resident (and language interpreter) observes.                               medical student greet a young patient at his home. 
 
 

Patients who needed surgeries were identified weeks in 
advance of our arrival.  Our team focused on sharing 
laparoscopic instrumentation and methodologies with local 
attendings and surgical residents while performing 19 
surgeries (primarily non-invasive hernia repairs and gall 
bladder removal).  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Patient Profile:  
Our team chaplain, Megan Kennedy-Farrell, and local social 
worker, Marizol Mamani, made home visits to some of our 
surgical patients prior to their date of surgery. Freddie, pictured 
here with his wife and two of his three children, had been 
suffering for two years from abdominal pain caused by gallstones. 
Since the death of his father three years ago, Freddie has been the 
sole financial supporter of his family, despite the significant pain 
that was impacting his ability to work and provide the income 
they need.  
 
Freddie had very limited experience with hospitals and was 

nervous about his surgery along with extended time away from his job. Needless to say, Freddie was 
grateful when Dr. Magued Kouzham and Bolivian partner surgeon Dr. Manzano successfully removed 
his gall bladder through a minimally invasive procedure, enabling him to resume his work just three 
days later. His wife and daughter returned to the hospital on the final day of our mission to share 
their gratitude for Freddie’s renewed health.  

Bolivian surgeon, Dr. Gonzalo Carpio, partners with US missioner,  
Dr. Magued Khouzam (right) to perform a non-invasive procedure. 
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Meeting our Goals (Continued) 
 

B. Provide medical equipment and supplies to local partners who serve low-income patients 
 
Thirty-seven large suitcases containing medical supplies, medications and instruments were 
hand carried by our mission team. Items such as laparoscopic instruments, anesthesia 
medications, and surgical mesh were used throughout the week while other donated materials 
remain with our partners in Bolivia to subsidize our year-round programs in various locations. 
The donations have an estimated value of $170,489.29. 

 

  
 

C. Share technical information and skills with the Bolivian medical community using both 
classroom and hands-on mentoring approaches 

 
While providing direct service to patients, Solidarity Bridge missioners worked alongside their 
Bolivian counterparts (primarily medical residents and interns) in both clinic and surgery settings 
to provided educational opportunities via observational and hands-on learning. 

 
Additionally, nine missioners delivered lectures in a classroom setting for medical students, 
interns and physicians on these topics: 
 

 Management of pediatric pulmonary emergencies – Mary Hall, MD 
 Management of pediatric gastrointestinal emergencies – Monica Joseph Griffin, MD 
 Emergency management of pre-eclampsia and eclampsia – Jill Hoprasart, MD 
 Cardiac pathologies - Mark Ottolin, MD 
 Megacolon pathologies - Magued Khouzam, MD 
 Pre and Post Anesthesia – Enrique Via Reque, MD 
 Management of Stevens Johnson Syndrome – Dr. Jay Herrmann 
 Post-op medication and pain management - Jackie Mortillaro, RN 
 Rational use of Antibiotics in Adults and Children – Alvaro Encinas, MD 
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Meeting our Goals (Continued) 
 
D.     Offer all participants an experience of solidarity and personal transformation  

 
U.S. missioners who travel to Bolivia work in a spirit of solidarity. That is, we are grounded  
in the vision that we are part of one human family and, in that oneness, our individual skills  
and resources come to bear light for our world.  
 

 
 

Prior to departure, Solidarity Bridge prepares participants for their mission experience  
through spiritual formation as well as logistical and cultural orientation. Upon arrival, our  
team gathers for an opening ritual and meets regularly throughout the week to reflect on  
the significance of their experience on their interior life.   
 
We prioritized time for immersion into the local community, inviting a deeper sense of 
solidarity with those whom we would then serve. 
 
“In order to love your neighbor you must first know them.”   Mother Teresa 
 

 
 

IV. CONCLUSION and NEXT STEPS 
 

Our Multi-Specialty Mission Trip contributed to the wellbeing of low-income Bolivian patients 
while sharing technical skills and equipping Bolivian medical professionals. We cordially thank 
our partners at Puente de Solidaridad and the Punata Hospital staff for their hard work in 
making this mission possible. Together they will assess future collaborations.  
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OUR TEAM 

 

 
 

Toward the end of our work week, the Solidarity Bridge and Puente de Solidaridad  
missioners gathered for a special dinner and this memorable photo.   
 

 
US Missioner Roster:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

                                 Puente de Solidaridad Leadership: 
 

Patricia Vargas, Executive Director                                      
Marcela Canedo, Public Relations 
Maria Ines Uriona, Medical Programs Coordinator  

José Choque, Equipment and Supplies Coordinator 
Marizol Mamani, Social Worker 

Maria Eugenia Brockmann, Interpreter 
Lindsay Doucette, Interpreter 
Alvaro Encinas, MD Family Practice 
Margaret Flanagan, Supplies Manager 
Mary Hall, MD, Pediatrician 
Jay Herrmann, MD, Dermatologist 
Maureen Herrmann, Medical Assistant 
Jill Hoprasart, MD Gynecologist 
Monica Joseph, MD, Pediatrician 
Megan Kennedy-Farrell, Chaplain 
Magued Khouzam, MD, General Surgeon 
Missy Koopmann, PA Dermatology 
 

Rocio Mendez-Rozo, Interpreter 
Molly McGuire, RN, Surgical Nurse 
Cecilia, Miranda, Interpreter 
Jackie Mortillaro, RN, Clinic Nurse 
Mark Ottolin, MD, Cardiologist 
Ann Rhomberg, Trip Leader 
Kim Stover, Physical Therapist 
Enrique Via Reque, MD, Medical Director 
Deb Winarski, Photographer 
 
 
 
 
 
 


