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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Our Multi-Specialty Mission Trip was based at Univalle Hospital, a private teaching hospital located on 

the southwest edge of Cochabamba. Small teams also treated underserved patients at three remote sites. 

 Working with local counterparts at the hospital, we provided 13 gynecologic surgeries, 22 general sur-

geries, 1 pacemaker implant, and 4 interventional cardiology procedures. An additional 621 patients 

were served in four specialty clinics: cardiology, dermatology, family practice, and gynecology.  

 Several additional patients were referred to Solidarity Bridge’s year-round programs for surgery by our 

Bolivian partners.  

 Medical education was provided through on-site partnering with medical students and interns observing 

in the operating rooms and clinics. Additionally, five evening lectures were delivered at the Univalle 

medical school to both students and local physicians. 

 Medications, surgical supplies, and equipment valued at $1,065,952 were delivered by the team for use 

during the mission and in our year-round surgical programs. 

 Follow-up care of all surgical patients will be  managed by our Bolivian partner physicians as well as the 

Solidarity Bridge and Puente de Solidaridad staff.  

 

 

Dr. Luis Torrico & Dr. Raul Abularach assist Dr. Gay 

Garrett during an ileostomy reversal.  

Family Practitioner Dr. Alvaro Encinas examines a patient 

and her mother.  



OUTPATIENT CLINICS   
 

Our clinic physicians saw a total of 621 patients across four specialties: cardiology, dermatology, 

family practice, and gynecology. In addition to treating patients at Univalle Hospital, small Soli-

darity Bridge teams were deployed to three rural locations. The majority of patients learned of our 

services through a community outreach campaign launched a few months prior to our arrival. Pa-

tients arrived by foot, bus, or taxi, and upon arrival were assigned a number for their appointment.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SURGERIES 
 

Prior to our mission trip, local physicians identified and pre-screened numerous patients with surgical 

needs.  Upon arrival, our surgical teams also evaluated each patient before working with the local part-

ners to finalize the surgical schedule. Our various mission team surgeons, nurses and assistants partnered 

with the Univalle Hospital staff to form integrated surgical teams, and the hospital’s equipment was aug-

mented and complemented by our own instruments and supplies.  

 22 general surgeries were performed, including hernia repairs, gall bladder extractions, an ileostomy 

reversal, a large lymphoma removal, and a mega-colon surgery. 

 13 gynecologic surgeries were performed including hysterectomies, removal of ovarian cysts, and 

procedures to ameliorate abnormal bleeding and urinary incontinence. 

 

 

Patients seen by specialty:  

 Cardiology: 83                       Gynecology:  66                                    

Dermatology: 358                Family Practice: 114 

Dermatology PA Missy Koopman & Assistant/

Interpreter Anna La Tour examine 76-year-old Victoria. 

 A small group of missioners travelled to “Mi Salud 

Consultorio” to treat patients. 

Bolivian gynecologist Dr. Anelisse Butron and scrub nurse 

Lilian Cotrina assist Drs. Katie Gualandri & Carrie 

Giordano  during 72- year-old Leslie’s surgical biopsy. 

Our integrated US-Bolivian general surgery team proudly 

celebrated a successful week in the Operating Room. 



EDUCATION  
 

In addition to providing informal training and observational learning in the operating rooms and 

clinics, five US physicians offered evening lectures for Univalle medical students, interns, and 

physicians, as outlined below: 

 Rational use of antibiotics in children and adults. Alvaro Encinas, MD 

 Bariatric surgery via laparoscopy. Gay Garrett, MD 

 Surgical management of abnormal bleeding. Carrie Giordono, DO 

 Use of biologics in dermatology. Jay Herrmann, MD 

 Use of echocardiography in the diagnosis of cardiac pathologies. Mark Ottolin, MD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

DONATED MATERIALS 

 

Approximately 1,400 pounds of medical materials and supplies were hand-delivered by our mis-

sion team. Many high value supplies, including laparoscopic instruments, anesthesia medications, 

and surgical mesh were used throughout the week. The extensive surplus materials remain in Bo-

livia to subsidize our year-round programs in various locations. The total value of these in-kind 

donations is estimated at $1,065,952.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Mark Ottolin instructs medical students during a 

cardiology exam. 

Dr. Carrie Giordano demonstrates the endometrial 

ablation procedure to physicians, nurses and students.  



PATIENT PROFILES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Carrie Giordano is excited to see  47-year-old 

Luzmila & her husband for her post-op check-up. 

Luzmila had visited the ER three times in recent 

months for blood transfusions, but couldn’t afford 

a necessary hysterectomy. The mission team’s arri-

val was a Godsend to her and her family.  After 

Luzmila’s surgery, her sister Noemy came for a 

consultation and was also able to get the surgery 

she needed. 

 

 Dr. Gay Garrett was surprised and 

humbled by a token of appreciation 

from patient Jaime. A large lympho-

ma on his leg had impeded Jaime’s 

ability to walk for 22 years, but cost 

had prevented him from having the 

mass removed.   

17-year-old Angelica and her sister Albina live 

alone, looked after by a neighbor. Here, Fr. Bob 

Oldershaw accompanies them after Angelica’s 

successful ileostomy reversal performed by Dr. 

Gay Garrett and Bolivian partner Dr. Luis Tor-

rico.  Complications from TB that spread to her 

intestines had led to emergency surgery over a 

year ago to place an ileostomy bag. Now that 

Angelica’s intestinal tract had sufficiently recov-

ered, she was desperate to have the surgery re-

versed, but  could not afford it.  Dr. Gay’s sur-

gery gave her a new outlook on life. 

 Bolivian cardiologist Dr. Juan Uriona and missioner Dr. 

Mark Ottolin pose with patient, Fernandez, and his family 

before his pacemaker implant. Dr. Ottolin assisted in the sur-

gery using a pacemaker donated by Medtronic through Soli-

darity Bridge’s pacemaker program. Dr. Uriona will manage 

all follow-up care and routine exams. 



OUR TEAM  

 

Our 23-member USA mission team included a general 

surgeon, three gynecologists, a cardiologist, a family 

practitioner, two dermatologists, an anesthesiologist, 

and two nurses. Several interpreters, two chaplains, 

helpers, and staff rounded out the team. Additional in-

terpretation support was provided by local volunteers. 

None of the mission activities would have been possi-

ble without the on-site preparations and full-time ac-

companiment provided by our partner office in Cocha-

bamba, Puente de Solidaridad.  We are also indebted to 

our hosts and partners at the Univalle Hospital.  

 
Gustavo Arreguín Interpreter 

Ryan Bacastow  Interpreter 

Kornel Balon, MD Anesthesiology 

Alvaro Encinas, MD Family Practice 

Margaret Flanagan Helper 

Gay Garrett, MD General Surgery 

Carrie Giordano, DO Gynecology  

David Gonzalez Interpreter 

Katie Gualandri, MD Gynecology 

Jay Herrmann, MD Dermatology 

Ana Maria Jaglowski Interpreter 

Missy Koopmann, PA Dermatology 

 

 

Anna La Tour  Derm Assistant/ 

     Interpreter 

Bob LaPata, MD Gynecology 

Mary McCann Sanchez Interpreter 

Jackie Mortillaro, RN Nurse 

Rafiat Mustapha, RN Nurse 

Mara O’Brien  Trip Co-Coordinator 

Fr. Bob Oldershaw Chaplain 

Mark Ottolin, MD Cardiology 

Cecilio Reyna  Chaplain/Interpreter 

Ann Rhomberg   Trip Co-Coordinator 

Enrique Via-Reque,MD Medical Director 

Univalle Mission Team 


