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Solidarity Bridge 
The Chicago Catholic Missions 

Medical  Enterprise  Education 
 

Pacemaker Implantation Program July 06 – June 2007 

REPORT 
 

The goal of the program as stated is: 

 

To be instrumental in the implant, in a 12 month period, of 100 pacemakers for the 

poor suffering from the effects of Chagas and other illnesses in Bolivia. 

 

We have surpassed our goal and have been instrumental in 132 pacemaker implantations 

in our July 06 – June 07 Pacemaker Program. We have implanted pacemakers in three 

cities, Santa Cruz, Cochabamba and La Paz. This program has had a ripple effect 

touching hundreds more, for if a mother or father or son or daughter is ill, the entire 

extended family suffers emotionally and economically. One can conservatively add 4 

people impacted per implanted patient for a total of 528 people. Of course, it is not only 

the family, but the entire village and community that benefits from the health of its 

members. 

 

PATIENT PROFILES 

 

We will highlight the life of two patients, among the 132, to give an in-depth view of 

their background and the impact that this program has on an individual.   

 

Benita Beizada is 57 year old 

from the small town of Seis de 

Julio.  She suffers from 

Chagas, a common parasitic 

disease in Bolivia, which 

caused her heart to greatly 

slow.  She has five children, 

three at home and the others 

grown.  

 

Benita says she is lucky to 

have good children who help 

her with everything since her        Benita, her daughter and her grandson. 
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husband died of a heart attack. Benita couldn’t work 

very hard because she tires easily and becomes 

short of breath because of her slow heart.  To make 

a few ends meet, she would sell cold drinks and 

snacks from her home.  Her children work hard to 

help support the family but were unable to earn 

enough to buy Benita a pacemaker.  Benita says her 

joy is her little grandson who is a distraction from 

her pain and his constant happiness makes her 

forget she has Chagas.  Our local Bolivian doctors 

implanted Benita’s pacemaker in December 2006. 

In February 2007, she came by the hospital while 

we were on mission doing surgeries.  She just 

wanted to show us how wonderful she was doing 

and to thank us again for transforming her life.   
                                                              
 

 

Ponciano Coria, 46, also suffers from Chagas which 

has ravaged his body over the years, causing his heart 

swell and slow.  This eventually made it impossible for 

him to work and he was always tired.  Before he grew 

ill, Ponciano was a driver earning just $5 a day. With 

this meager income he supported his wife, Ana, and his 

two children, ages 2 and 6.  Needless to say, the cost of 

a pacemaker, the accompanying leads, and operation 

were impossible to obtain.   

 

In February, through the Pacemaker Program, our 

doctors implanted a pacemaker in Ponciano and it 

radically changed his life.  He can now work again, 

caring for his family and being a vibrant contributor to 

his community.  

 

 

 

Benita laughs as she shows us how well 

she can sweep now that she has her new 

pacemaker. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

Income        

132 Donated pacemakers/leads  $788,700* 

Donated surgical supplies   39,600 

Donated services ($352,800 given, $70,560 projected for May, June)  349,800** 

AMB Foundation 5,000  

Raskob Foundation 25,000 

Dominican Sisters Poverty, Justice and Peace Fund  3,000 

Franciscan Foundation  2,500 

Srs. of St. Francis Social Justice Fund 3,500 

Donald D. Lynch Family Foundation  7,500 

Augustine Stewardship Fund  8,000 

Srs. of the Most Precious Blood 500 

International Foundation 10,000 

                                                                                                            TOTAL  $1,239,600 

 

* The pacemakers are conservatively valued at $5,000 with the leads at $650 (many 

need two leads - thus averaged at $975). Retail costs for pacemakers are between 

$7,695 and $9,695 and leads are between $925 and $1,195 per lead. These prices are 

taken from the St. Jude Medical 2004 catalog.   

 

 ** The donated services correspond to $2,650 per surgery donated by our partner  

hospitals. 

 

 

 

Expenses  

132 Donated pacemakers/leads $788,700 

Donated surgical supplies 39,600 

Donated services  349,800 

Office/Warehouse in U.S.   7,577 

Office/Storage in Bolivia   1,000 

Personnel in Bolivia   8,000 

Personnel in U.S.   28,233 

Airline/travel expense    6,517 

Patient hospital cost subsidy (Patient care)  10,000 

                                            TOTAL    $1,239,427 


