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REPORTS – NEUROSURGERY PROGRAM 2013 and 

NEUROSURGERY MISSION TRIP #51  

  

NEUROSURGERY PROGRAM  

  

    This report will encompass the Neurosurgery Program up to October 1st.  

  

The program has included 2 mission trips and 22 neurosurgeries performed by our mission trip US 

surgeons/Bolivian counterparts and our Bolivian partner surgeons/i nstitutions as part of the ongoing 

program that continues to serve Bolivian patients throughout the year.    

    

Principal US leaders:  

    

Dr. Richard Moser – Program Director  

Dr. John Weaver – Spine Program  
 
 

Dr. Roberta Glick – Education and Pediatric Program  

  

Dr. Art DiPatri – Pediatric Program  

    

Principal Bolivian Partners:  

    

Dr. Guider Salas  

Dr. Fernando Capobianco    

Dr. Juan Antonio Moreno  

Dr. Rodolfo Quiroga    

  

Principal Bolivian Hospital and Association Partners:    

  

Clinica Los Olivos    

Hospital San Juan de Dios  

Hospital del Nino in Santa Cruz  
 
 

Society of Neurosurgeons of Santa Cruz  

  

  

The educational offerings have included:    

In January an endoscopic pituitary trans-nasal tumor surgery course in Cochabamba and Santa Cruz was 

given that included presentations and practical demonstration during surgeries.    

  

In addition, there were presentations in Cochabamba and Santa Cruz titled:    
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“First Do No Harm, Safety in Neurosurgery”  

“Best Practices and the Development of Protocols”   

“Training of Residents in Neurosurgery: Neurosurgery Boot Camp”  

“Minimally Invasive Pediatric Neurosurgical Applications”    

“Approaches for Endoscopic Trans-nasal Surgery”  

“Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery: Indications for Spinal Instrumentation”  

  

  

  

Important Program Developments    

• Meeting with the President of the Bolivian Neurosurgical Society with a view to further  

develop relationships and communication.  

• Creation, in September, of the Neurosurgery Professional Advisory Board made up   

of the Society of Neurosurgeons of Santa Cruz and Solidarity Bridge 

neurosurgeons/leaders, including PuenteSol.    

• The first conversations for the creation of the Bolivian Institute for Neurosurgery: a 

collaboration that will include the Society of Neurosurg eons of Santa Cruz, the Santa 

Cruz State Government, civic organizations in Santa Cruz, local public hospitals and 

Solidarity Bridge/PuenteSol.   
 
 

• The further organizing and availability of an instrument/equipment supply program that  

provides the following to partner neurosurgeons/institutions:  

o Stryker spinal instrumentation (6 trays)    

o Storz instruments/equipment for endoscopic pituitary surgeries o Medtronic 

high speed craniotomy drill and instruments    

o Flexible Medtronic endoscope and instruments for performing the third 

ventriculostomy    

  

  

NEUROSURGERY MISSION TRIP REPORT – September 21-29, 2013, 

Cochabamba and Santa Cruz, Bolivia  
  

This trip was the second Neurosurgery Mission Trip to Bolivia in 2013. Similar to its predecessors, the trip 

included a mix of high-level presentations by U.S. neurosurgeons on various techniques, surgeries jointly 

performed by Bolivian and U.S. peers to serve the needy population and to advance surgical training, and 

meetings with various neurosurgery partners to discuss and advance the status of neurosurgery in Bolivia.   

Trip Participants   

Dr. Roberta Glick    Neurosurgeon  

Dr. Richard Moser    Neurosurgeon  

Dr. John Weaver    Neurosurgeon  

Dr. Sherry Taylor    Neurosurgeon  

Dr. Alec Vaezi    Head and Neck Surgeon  
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Dr. Art DiPatri      Neurosurgeon  

Dr. Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa  Trip Coordinator  

Calos Laserna     Assistant Trip Coordinator  

Kevin Greene     Sotak Scholar/Interpreter  

Dr. Miguel Garcia    Interpreter  

Dr. Rodrigo Aguilar   Interpreter  

Zack Kaufman    Globus representativ  

Mateo Hinojosa    Videographer  

  

  

Bolivian Neurosurgeons – participants in the surgeries  

  

Dr. Rodolgo Quiroga  

Dr. Alejandro Torrico  

Dr. Juan Antonio Moreno  

Dr. Guider Salas  

Dr. Karin Aponte  

Dr. Walter Rueda  

Dr. Felix Pacheco  

  

The educational component has been included above, therefore, the focus of what follows is on 

the surgeries.  The surgeries in Cochabamba were at Clinica Los Olivos and in Santa Cruz at the San 

Juan de Dios and Hospital del Nino and the Clinica Foianini Hospitals.    

Cochabamba:    

• Adult  

o 3 transnasal endoscopic pituitary tumor 

surgeries o 4 spinal surgeries  

• Pediatric o 1 ventriculo-peritoneal shunt 

placement o 1 release of tethered spinal cord 

Santa Cruz  

• Adult  

o 1 transnasal endoscopic pituitary tumor 

surgeries o 4 spinal surgeries o 1 brain tumor  

• Pediatric o 1 brain tumor  

  

The total value of supplies brought by the team was: $918,851. We delivered very valuable 

neurosurgical endoscopic equipment and instruments donated by Medtronic for a total value of 

$74,000. Globus Medical also donated substantial spinal instrumentation that went to help the 8 

patients who had spinal surgeries. The above figure included not only neurosurgical supplies, but also 

pacemakers and leads valued at $591,125 and other general surgery and cardiovascular instruments 

and surgical materials, including 6 heart valves.  The total neurosurgery value of equipment, 

instruments and supplies was:  $327,726.  
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Mission Trip Pictures and Patient Story The 

Team at Work:  

  
 

Drs. Sherry Taylor and John 

Weaver discuss a spine case.  

 

 
  

Dr. Roberta Glick 

presenting in  

Cochabamba on 

development of 

neurosurgical protocols 

and resident training.  

Dr. Art DiPatri explains to Dr. Felix 

Pacheco how to utilize the flexible 

endoscope donated by Medtronic to do a 

procedure that creates an organic 

channel for hydrocephaly.  
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Drs. John Weaver and Dr. Rodolfo 

Quiroga doing a spinal surgery 

together in Cochabamba.  



  6  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Drs. Richard Moser, Alex Vaezi  

( operating) and Miguel Garcia  

( interpreting) and Dr.   Vaezi and  

Quirorga performing trans - nasal  

endoscopic pituitary tumor surgery.   
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When we first arrive in Santa Cr uz,  

the cases are presented that might be  

operated upon.  The group includes  

both Bolivian and U.S.  

neurosurgeons.   

Drs. Art DiPatri, Roberta  

Glick and Felix Pacheco  

operating on a child with a  

deep brain tumor.   

Poster for  Neurosurgery   

Conference in Santa Cruz with our  

Solidarity Bridge surgeons listed as  

speakers.   
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PATIENT STORY  

Pablo  Camacho  

  

  

  

Pablo is a 14 year old youngster that begins life with Spina Bifida, a condition in which the 

spinal cord is outside the body at birth.  He has operations that helped him with this congenital 

problem, but at 14 he found that he was less able to walk and had lost feeling in his feet.  Pablo’s 

spinal cord was tethered, meaning that it was anchored rather than loose as is a normal chord in 

you or me.  Pablo is the son of one of our partner general surgeons, Dr. Jonny Camacho whom 

we have helped with training and equipment.  It was a joy, through the expertise and skill of Drs. 

Art DiPatri and Roberta Glick, to be able to help his son receive the surgery he needed.  By the 

time we left, Pablo could once more feel and move his feet which will lead to a better ability to 

walk.  

Pablo with his father and mother.  

Drs. Art DiPatri and Roberta 

Glick operating on Pablo.  
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 Final meeting, charting a path for further collaboration:  

Pablo and his family happy after 

his surgery.  
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The final meal before our   departure was  

aimed at creating the structures for our  

ongoing and future collaboration in the  

areas of surgical processes, education  

and data gathering, all with a view to  

the continued development of   

neurosurgery in Bolivia.  The meeting  

was started po werfully with the first  

showing of our new movie, Solidarity in  

Neurosurgery.   


