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REPORT ON our 30th Medical Mission Trip 

 

Neurosurgery Program 

 

December 6th – 13th, 2009: Medical Mission to Santa Cruz and Cochabamba 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

The head of our Neurosurgery Program, Richard Moser, MD, his colleague John Weaver, MD, with the 

aid of surgical nurse Kate Scott, N.P. performed 5 surgeries, (2 more done by local partners) provided 

teaching in the operations and gave presentations at a Neurosurgery Conference in Santa Cruz.  

Equipment valued at $347,088 was delivered including spinal instrumentation, channel scopes for 

neuroendoscopy, aneurysm clips, valves for hydrocephalus, craniotomy drill and bits, and other materials.  

 

In addition, we took the opportunity to deliver pacemakers and leads from Medtronic Corporation for 

Pacemaker Surgery Implant Program for a value of $376, 200 for a total donation of $723,288.   

 

 

NEUROSURGERY PROGRAM IN COCHABAMBA and SANTA CRUZ 

 

Dr. Richard Moser and Dr. John Weaver had meetings with the neurosurgery community of Santa 

Cruz and Cochabamba.  In Santa Cruz, the Medical College prepared a first day International Conference 

of Neurosurgery that brought together more than 30 neurosurgeons, neurosurgery residents and other 

physicians for presentations.  In addition, many clinical cases were presented for review.  The second and 

third day were dedicated to surgeries and other clinical reviews of cases.  Nurse Kate Scott worked with 

the nursing staff dedicated to handling the neurosurgery instruments for cases and sterilization.  She also 

provided a workshop to over 15 nurses at the Hospital Universitario Japones Boliviano.  Dr. Weaver 

operated two spinal cases, one which took 5 hours and Dr. Moser two very difficult tumor cases, one that 

took 8 hours.  All cases where successfully operated in less than ideal conditions. Two additional cases 

were operated, after we left, by our local partners using our material and agreement with local hospitals. 

Dr. Weaver continues to help develop the surgical technique of the local neurosurgeons that use the 

Stryker spinal instrumentation.  A highlight of the time in Santa Cruz is that two hospitals were added to 

our Spine Program effort.  Until now, we had worked with the Hospital Universitario Japones Boliviano 

and the Hospital San Juan de Dios.  We now have opened the program to persons with scarce resources at 

the Caja Petrolera and the Caja Nacional Hospitals.  With these additions, we now work with over 90% of 

the neurosurgeons in Santa Cruz, with the only ones missing being the neurosurgeons who only work with 

private patients.   

The time in Cochabamba was briefer, but also very fruitful.  We cemented our relationship with 

the 5 neurosurgeons and their neurosurgery residents at the Hospital Viedma, the largest public hospital in 

Cochabamba.  A spinal surgery by Dr. John Weaver, extensive clinical consultations and a series of 

presentations by Dr. Moser and Weaver completed our time in Bolivia.   
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PATIENT PROFILES and MISSION PICTURES 

Dr. Moser’s patients:  Rolando Abrego – 46 years old male.  This patient was previously operated 4 times 

with partial resection of his tumor and for the placement of a valve for his hydrocephaly.  Dr. Moser was 

able to totally take out the tumor and now the patient has a good prognosis.  Eliza Moreno – 62 year old 

female.  This patient was operated successfully by Dr. Moser for the total removal of a tumor. 

 

Dr. Weaver’s  patients in Santa Cruz:  Julia Vidal – 43 year old woman and Walter Morales a 27 year old 

male. Julia and Walter had spine surgeries connected to accidents, one domestic and the other a traffic 

accident.  Dr. Weaver’s patient in Cochabamba was Florencia Aldunate who had Pott’s Disease, a 

destructive process of the spine due to tuberculosis. 

 

 
        Dr. Moser with colleagues at the Caja Petrolera       Dr. Moser doing a brain operation removing a tumor 

at the Caja Petroleara 

 
     Dr. John Weaver with Florencia Aldunate before operation.          Nurse Kate Scott, Dr. John Weaver and Dr. Rene Garcia  
                                                                                                                              operating Florencia’s spine, a 5 hour surgery  

NEUROSURGERY PROGRAM MISSION TEAM 

Dr. Richard Moser Board Member/ Director Neurosurgery Program 

Dr.  John Weaver Neurosurgeon 

Nurse Kate  Scott Surgical Nurse and Nurse Practitioner 

Dr. Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa Trip coordinator/Translator/Chaplain 

 


