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El Alto, Bolivia 

 

April 2-15, 2003 

 

Summary:  34 plastic surgeries, 2 neurosurgeries and 

delivered three anesthesia machines, an electronic 

microscope, three vital sign monitors and quantities 

of surgical supplies, medicines and anesthetics. 

 

Our mission site is the Hospital Boliviano-Holandes, a large hospital with over 100 beds and a large 

staff. The city of El Alto, where the hospital is located is a city of 800,000 primarily indigenous 

people.  Situated in the altiplano (or high Andean plain), at 13,400 feet above sea level, El Alto is a 

poverty-ridden city on the outskirts of La Paz. This mission was our fourth one at this site.  

Adjusting to the altitude is always somewhat of a problem when we go to El Alto.  At least one 

hundred patients, pre-selected by the Bolivian doctors, were waiting to be evaluated for surgery. 

 

Our team performed a total of 34 plastic surgeries and 2 neurosurgeries, for a total of 36.  When we 

left, we donated a substantial amount of surgical supplies, medicines, and anesthetics. We also 

donated over $1,500 to cover costs of medicines and follow-up care for our patients.  One of past 

missioners donated $1000 for protein powder for malnourished children.  In addition we donated 

approximately $50,000 in surgical supplies, medicines and anesthetics. 

 

A highlight of this year’s trip has been the expansion of our Link to Life program.  On this trip we 

delivered donated equipment that would have cost $334,000.  This includes the following: For El 

Alto: an electronic microscope for neurosurgery and other surgeries that would cost $130,000; two 

anesthesia machines - $30,000 each; three vital sign monitors - $10,000 each.  For Cochabamba – 

one anesthesia machine - $30,000.  For Santa Cruz: 52 pacemakers – $114,000.  

 

The team for our El Alto mission included twelve people. We had two plastic surgeons, Dr. Frank 

Virnelli and Dr. Bud Harlow.  Our neurosurgeon was Dr. Richard Moser.  Our anesthesiologists 

were: Dr. Fernando Bazoberry and Watson Fung.  Kate Scott was our Nursing Coordinator and 

surgical nurse.  Steve Encinas was our other surgical nurse.  Dr. Daniel Lum, our pediatrician, 

helped with the pre-operative and post-operative needs of our patients.  The translators/overall 

helpers were:  Erin Scott, Sabrina Hinojosa and Christin Hinojosa. The field coordinator was Dr. 

Juan L. Hinojosa.   

 

As in the past, our counterparts were ready and willing in our joint service of the poor.  The Bolivian 

doctors, nurse and administrators were active partners with us.  Particularly noteworthy was the local 

plastic surgeon that participated in all of the surgical cases done by Dr. Bud Harlow.  There was a 

great deal of learning that occurred out of that pairing.  
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