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In a spirit of solidarity, we
partner with communities in
Bolivia and Paraguay to increase 
access to safe, a� ordable surgery 
and other essential health care.

We seek a just, compassionate, and 
interdependent world, where the health 
needs of those most vulnerable are 
prioritized and medical professionals 
have the necessary resources to serve 
their communities.

The Instituto Chuquisaqueño de Oncología (ICO) was 
founded in Sucre in early 2018. It is one of only two public 
cancer hospitals in all of Bolivia. We made our first trip 
to the hospital just a� er it opened to provide mentoring 
in advanced gynecologic surgeries. During that first trip, 
Solidarity Bridge medical director Dr. Gay Garrett also 
presented a lecture on surgical approaches to breast 
cancer. This year she was invited to return and provide 
further hands-on training and mentorship.  

The ICO treats up to 100 breast cancer patients each 
year—the majority of these with advanced stages
of cancer. This is the case for one of our patients,
49-year-old Tomasa. 

For the past year, Tomasa has been living with her 
stepson in a tiny room above a local church while 
undergoing chemotherapy and hormone therapy.
Both are newly available treatment options in the 
region. Unfortunately, the cancer has spread to her 
bones. The surgical team recommended a palliative 
mastectomy and sentinel node dissection to improve
her quality of life.

Tomasa, a woman with a deligh� ul sense of humor, has 
become a fixture at the ICO, where she sells Brazil nuts, 
pistachios, and other delicacies that she sources from 
her home region. When not undergoing treatment, she 
can be found just inside the hospital’s front door to catch 
doctors and nurses rushing to their shi� s and families 
looking for a quick snack while keeping vigil over their 
loved ones. While Tomasa is far from home, the ICO has 
become her family as well as her source of income. 

Improving the care and quality of life for patients like 
Tomasa is the reason that Bolivian general surgeon Dr. 
Wilfredo Campos requested that our 2023 trip include a 
focus on breast cancer in addition to our ongoing work 
in gynecologic oncology. Dr. Garrett operated alongside 
ICO partners Dr. Campos and Dr. Isabel Quinteros, first 
to observe their technique and then to demonstrate and 
discuss enhanced approaches and strategies for the 
surgical management of breast tumors.

We continue to hold fast to our vision of a world where 
health professionals have the skills and resources 
needed to serve their community. Our ICO partnership is 
one clear example of how ongoing training, mentorship 
and equipment provisioning is transforming that vision 
into reality.

1 ,9 76
PAT I E N T S  S E RV E D

P R O F E S S I O N A L
T R A I N I N G  & M E N TO R S H I P

I N C R E AS E D  AC C E S S 
T H R O U G H  R E S O U R C E S

686 Clinical Patients
465 Surgical Patients
825 Patients received supplies 
and financial support

75 US Medical Professionals
195 South American Medical Professionals
19 In-Person Trainings and Exchanges
46 Virtual Trainings and Exchanges

48 contracts for discounted
services with local health providers
$1,667,354 medical supplies donated
$300,355 medical time donated
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M O R E  STO R I E S

“Solidarity is no mere 
ideal; it is expressed in 
concrete actions and 
steps that draw us 
closer to our neighbors, 
in whatever situation 
they find themselves.”

—Pope Francis

STAFF
Ann Rhomberg, MSW 
Executive Director

Maria Eugenia
Brockmann, MA,
Senior Director,
Medical Programs

Megan Kennedy-Farrell, 
MRE, Senior Director, 
Mission & Identity

Lindsay Doucette, MPA 
Program Director

Jodi Grahl
Program Director

Martha Hu� man, MS 
Director of Operations

Rachel McDonnell
Director of 
Communications &
Data Administration

Catherine Werner,
MA, CFRE, Director
of Development

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Brian Clarke, JD, Chair
Kurt Florian, JD, Treasurer
Cynthia Judge, Secretary
Gay Garrett, MD,
Medical Director
Bishop Robert Casey, MDiv
Dale Granchalek, JD
Alvaro Encinas, MD
Catherine Flanagan, JD
Kevin Foy, MS
Monica Joseph-Gri� in, MD
Richard Moser, MD
Lisiane Pereira, MBA
Eric Rhodes, MHSA
Christopher Tirres, PhD
Brian Tu� s, MBA
Enrique Via-Reque, MD
Sr. Donna Marie
Wolowicki, CR

DR. BIANCA BECERRA  |  Dr. Becerra is a Bolivian 
anesthesiologist who operates in partnership with our
year-round general surgery program. This year, she also 
had the opportunity to advance her skills through in-person 
training when she traveled on a Solidarity Visit to the US and 
completed an observership at the University of Washington.

CARLOS  |  A beloved father of five, Carlos su� ered from 
chronic Chagas disease that began a� ecting his heart. 
Over the course of a year, his symptoms worsened, 
and he could not work due to fainting spells. Through 
our heart program, he received a pacemaker. This 
lifesaving device now has Carlos back in the driver’s seat, 
managing his chau� eur business and looking forward to 
many more years with his children.

CORA  |  Teenager Cora su� ered from acute gallbladder
pain for more than a year. As her disease progressed she began 
to experience frequent fevers and was ultimately admitted to 
the hospital. Shortly a� er her admission, our mobile surgery 
campaign visited her local hospital making it possible for her 
to receive a timely and safe laparoscopic surgery, curing her 
symptoms and setting her on the path for a healthy future. 
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Through God’s abiding grace, our programs 
made significant advances throughout
2023, resourcing dozens of hospitals,
mentoring dedicated healthcare providers,
and accompanying hundreds of patients 
on their journey to a healthier future. We 
are grateful for our collaborating partners 
and financial supporters who have loyally 
supported us throughout our 25 years. 

As Cardinal Joseph Bernardin said, “the 
common good is realized in the context of 
a living community, which is nurtured by the 
virtues and shared values of individuals.” 
Throughout our silver jubilee, we’ll continue 
reflecting gratefully on this mission that has 
brought hope, healing, and the promotion of 
the common good to our world.

Thank you for being a nurturing 
part of this community! 

EXPENSES: $3,333,184.08
IN-KIND: $1,988,161.36
CASH: $1,345,022.72

NET ASSETS: $979,274.36
IN-KIND $114,590.70
CASH $864,683.66

REVENUE: $3,322,257.95
IN-KIND: $2,055,326.67
CASH: $1,266,931.28
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LEADERSHIP
CIRCLE DONORS
$100,000 +

Anonymous

The Go� Family Gi� Fund

$50,000 - $99,999

Anonymous 

Sisters of St. Casimir

$25,000 - $49,999

Dr. Jorge Cavero

David & Tibby Ford

Richard Moser & Piaree 
Madoo Moser

$10,000 - $24,999

AMB Foundation

The Archdiocese
of Chicago 

Ascension St. Francis 
Hospital

J. Laurence Costin, Jr.
& Susan Costin 

Paula & Eugenio 
Fernandez

Robert & Elizabeth 
Flanagan

Kurt & Linda Florian

Mary Beth & John Gregory

Helen Brach Foundation

Maureen & Jay Herrmann

Raymond Nicholus, Jr.
& Linda Nicholus 

NorthShore University 
Health System

Mark & Judith Ottolin

Lori Price

Ann Rhomberg

Sue Rhomberg

Richard Romano

John Weaver &
Victoria Harding

SOLIDARITY
CIRCLE DONORS
$5,000 - $9,999

Yasmeen &
Malcolm Bilimoria

Hans Buechler

Brian Clarke &
Margaret Feit Clarke

John & Emily Costigan

Elizabeth Czuchra

Ajay & Ansarie Easo

Edward-Elmhurst
Hospital Medical Sta�

Alvaro & Julia Encinas

Ellen Eye & Chester 
Milensky

Catherine &
Larkin Flanagan

Kira Foken

Edson & Risha Foster

Gay Garrett &
Mark Harris

Leon Heller &
Wendy Du Boe

Holy Name Cathedral

Hospital Sisters
of St. Francis

Roger Theodore Johnson

Barbara Lazio &
Matthew Scher

Medtronic

Jean Moran

Northwestern University

Fr. Bob Oldershaw

Cid & Peter Rhomberg

Janet Rhomberg

St. John XXIII Parish

Ann & Chris Swain

Brian & Kelly Tu�s

Sylvia Tu�s

The University
of California 

Patricia Zelinski

$2,500 - $4,999

AMA Foundation

Daniel & Shelley 
Bacastow

Rosenda M Barrera

Nirvana &
Chris Chapman

Andrew Curtis

Art & Amy DiPatri

Martin & Lorita Doucette

Laveena D’Souza

Marie Durkin

Katherine & Peter Feit

Joseph & Margaret 
Flanagan

Franciscan Foundation

Stephen Freese

Jen & Nick Gentile

Terry Unterman & 
Roberta Glick

Robert Feldman &
Kim Grahl

Dale & Erica Granchalek

Jack Gri�in &
Monica Joseph-Gri�in

Ellen & Michael Gri�in

Sarah & Juan
Lorenzo Hinojosa

Nabeel Khan

Melissa Koopmann

George & Erin Lederhaas

Mich & Rachel Mendoza

Carol Michel

Don Nelson

Katheryn Gambetta & 
Whitney Osterud

William & Wilma Paterson

PennState Health Milton 
S. Hershey Medical 
Center

PennState University

Frederik & Nicole 
Pennings

Angela & Adrian 
Peperzak

Queen of All Saints 
Basilica

Kate & Rick Scott

Steve Rowe & Kathy 
Seskiewicz

Sisters of the 
Resurrection

Parishioners of St. 
Clement

Richard & Carol Stern

Erin Stevens

Alec Vaezi

Nicole & Steve 
VanderVoort

Elizabeth Robin
Wood & David
Sanchez-Tembleque

Saja & Daniel Yousif

$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous

Tom & Joanne Bertsche

Bright Funds

Bob & Sara Burson

Alexander Calderon

Alejandro Calvo & 
Veronica Camacho

George Matkov &
Nancy Churchill Matkov

Anthony Cirrincione & 
Karen Kaul

Robert & Isabel Curley

Ellen Dalton

Robert & Diane Dempsey

Dave Haracz &
Mary Dolan

Margaret & Patrick 
Dunham

James & Laura Durkin

Paddy & Coni Farragher

Flanagan Family 
Foundation

Joseph & Theresa Fosco

Rebecca Garcia Sosa
& Ryan Lezcano

Integra Foundation

Michael & Rhoda Kamin

Je� & Peggy Kendrick

Gaye & Phil Kenny

Ford Kirschenbaum
& Christin
Hinojosa-Kirschenbaum

Rosalie Sharon Koenen

Nancy & Thomas Lahey

Lamson, Dugan,
& Murray LLP

Robert & Nanda LaPata

Bruce & Joan Leech

Je�rey & Margie Loeb

Joe Longo

Mary Deeley &
Danielle Lum

Margaret S. & Phillip D. 
Block, Jr. Family Fund

Mastercard

Louise Matthews &
Tom Flickinger

Rachel & Brian 
McDonnell

Jackie Mortillaro

Stephanie & Paul Morup

Pat & Patty Crowley Fund

Lisiane Pereira &
Caio Silva

Jennifer & Martin 
Rhomberg

Mark Rhomberg

Jim & Nancy Rhomberg

Daniel Mapes-Riordan

Maria Teresa &
Edgar Rios

Peggy Cunni� &
Patrick Rocks

Bill & Jolanta Sander

David Schmid

Julie Schmid

Karen Schmid

Mary Schmid

Angela
Schrimpl-Oldershaw

Karen & John Schultz

The Selman/Ridgeley 
Charitable Trust

Bob & Charlene Shaw

Patrick Simon

Jean Charles Soria

Barbara Soricelli

St. Luke Catholic 
Church

Maurice Stewart

Philip & Ann Storm

Greg Thompson

Janet Tomezsko

Joan & Timothy
Van Natta

Amir & Sila Vokshoor

Jessica Waldo

Allan & Michelle 
Weinheimer

Deborah Winarski

Caroline & Jim 
Wohlgemuth

$500 - $999

Nora & Eduardo 
Barriuso

Bishop Robert Casey

Mike & Tracy Canter

Sunil & Maria Cristina 
Chopra

Claudia Clavijo & 
John Orrego

Marian & John 
Conover

Ronald & Gloria 
Davies

Joan & Richard 
DeCleene

Mary & Jim Dougherty

David Enghauser

Eric Côté

Erica Smith

Sarah & Fred Flosi

Gezim & Ronela Fusha

G. Scott Schutte

Michael Gentile

John & Gayle 
Harrison

Je� & Mary Harvey

Linda & Gerald 
Hatcher

Mary Pat & Brian 
Hickey

Carl & Linda Hussey

Immanuel Lutheran 
Church

Delia & Coleman 
Joyce

Cynthia Judge & Brad 
Armacost

Julie & Ray Martodam 
Family Gi� Fund
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$500 - $999 (continued)

Christine & Je� Kau�man

William Karl Kuhrman & 
Marjorie Fujara

Benjamin & Catheleen 
LeCompte

Theresa Lee

Suzanne Lefevre &
Thomas Lenz

Kathleen Leggdas

Michael & Mary Lou 
Leyden

Mary Lo�us

Virginia Lujan

Maria Eugenia Brockmann

Maria Leonard

Mary McCann-Sanchez
& Trini Sanchez

Pat & Rita McCourt

J.E. Mead

Eileen & Dilio Menacho

Perry & Judy Moore

Jennifer Moran &
Peekay Kuranchie

Thomas Nangle

Jean O’Keefe &
Marianne Littau

Kathleen Osberger

Pablo Boczkowski

Rose Parolin

Mark Potosnak &
Christie Klimas

Tom & Karen Reepmeyer

Cathy & Roger Rhomberg

Randall & Margaret 
Roberts

Margaret Roche

Elizabeth Rochford

Joseph Boyle & Sally Ryan

Ron & Jane Sche�

Scott & Leslie Cordes

Bruce & Margaret Sents

Marie Stanton

Kim & Andrew Stover

Joe Streator &
Elaine Ludwig

Gunar Subieta

Nicholas & Kristen 
Telischak

Chris & Allison Tirres

Dan Vicencio

Mary Lou Voitik

Penny & Kurt Wolf

IN-KIND DONORS
American Eagle 
Ou�itters

AmeriCares

Mel Ampon

Belgian Chocolatier 
Piron

Yasmeen & Malcolm 
Bilimoria

Daniel Biss

Blue Apron

Alexander Calderon

Chicago Botanic 
Garden

Chicago Cubs

Chicago Fire

Chicago Red Stars

Chicago Zoological 
Society/Brookfield Zoo

George Matkov
& Nancy Churchill 
Matkov

Claudia Clavijo

John Clesen

Costco Niles #383

Art & Amy DiPatri

Discovery World

District Brew Yards

Dublin Methodist 
Hospital

Famous Dave’s of 
America

Catherine Feit
& Michael Bremer

First Ascent
Climbing & Fitness

Five & Dime

Joseph & Margaret 
Flanagan

Kurt & Linda Florian

Frame Warehouse 
Evanston

Friends of Ostomates 
Worldwide

Jakob Gamboa 

Rebecca Garcia-Sosa 

Gay Garrett & Mark 
Harris

Dale & Erica Granchalek

Mary Beth & John 
Gregory

Maureen & Jay Herrmann

Hospital Sisters
Mission Outreach

Jo�rey Ballet

Kathleen Weinstein 
Photography

Abdullah Keles 

Maureen Lawler

Barbara Lazio & 
Matthew Scher

George & Erin 
Lederhaas

Let’s Roam, LLC

Lincolnshire Marriott 
Theatre

Map International

Rachel & Brian 
McDonnell

Medtronic

Miga Solutions Inc.

Jackie Mortillaro

Music Box Theatre

MUTOH America
Co., Ltd

Peter & Nicole Nakaji

NeuroTech LLC

Northlight Theatre

John & Mara O’Brien

Oceanique

Jean O’Keefe & 
Marianne Littau

Mark & Judith Ottolin

Paramount Theatre

Nirav Patel

Prescott’s Inc.

Eulalia & Ramiro 
Prudencio

Raising Paddles

J. Ronald & Linda Rich

Robert Crown 
Community Center

ROW Foundation

Salon Antou

Melany Sha�al

Deepak & Madhu 
Sharma

Sheraton Grand 
Chicago Riverwalk

Bill & Pam Spangler

Erin Stevens & Ryan 
Sherman

Stryker

Three Tarts Bakery

TopGolf

Twin Anchors 
Restaurant

Gabriela Ugalde-Lizon 
& Hugo Lizon

Silvia Vaca

Christina & Enrique
Via-Reque

Jessica Waldo

John Weaver & Victoria 
Harding

Deborah Winarski

Wines for Humanity

Stephen Young

MISSIONERS
Liliana Acosta

Jared Ament, MD

Malcolm Bilimoria, MD

Jared Bouis

Maria Eugenia 
Brockmann

Alexander Calderon

Jose Castillo, MD

Claudia Clavijo, MD

Kevin Collazo

Art DiPatri, MD

Lindsay Doucette

Alvaro Encinas, MD

Ellen Eye, MD

Catherine Flanagan

Jakob Gamboa, MD

Rebecca Garcia
Sosa, MD

Gay Garrett, MD

Jen Gentile, RN

Nathaniel Gibson

Jodi Grahl

Kim Grahl, MD

Victoria Harding 
Weaver, PhD

Jay Herrmann, MD

Martha Hu�man

Ted Johnson

Abdullah Keles, MD

Nabeel Khan, MD

Melissa Koopmann, PA

Mich Mendoza, CRNA

Chet Milensky

Stephanie Morup, PA

Richard Moser, MD

Anzhela Moskalik, MD

Mark Ottolin, MD

Nirav J. Patel, MD

Ann Rhomberg

Lucia Angelica Rivera 
Lara, MD

Isabel Sanchez-
Tembleque Wood

Joe Sherman, MD

Allison Soward, PA

Richard Stern, MD

Erin Stevens, MD

Nicholas Telischak, MD

Silvia Vaca, MD

Amir Vokshoor, MD

Jessica Waldo, RN

John Weaver, MD

Catherine Werner

Deborah Winarski

VOLUNTEERS
Azam Ahmed, MD

Raheel Ahmed, MD

Carolina Alberca Dote

Hadi Anwar

Andrew Bauer, MD

Jacqueline Beale 
DelVecchio

Adriana
Bermeo-Ovalle, MD

Alejandra Blanco

Nathaniel Brooks, MD

Natalia Caprile

David Chen, MD

Lei Lei DeBernardis

Carlos DeBarnardis

Mahua Dey, MD

Kathe Donnelly

Mauricio Guerrero

Nicole Hwang

Adam Lavine

Marianne Littau

Emilia Machado, MD

Casey Madura

Jennifer McCann 
Sanchez

Pat McCourt

Rita McCourt

Lars Meisner, MD

Rotham Mo�akhar, MD

Javier Navarrez

Yerim Noh

Jean O’Keefe

Magdalena Papa

Daniel Resnick, MD

Angela Richardson, MD

Janice Rodriguez, MD

Mariana Salazar, MD

Carolina
Sandoval-Garcia, MD

Susan Scha�rath

Bradley Schmidt, MD

Patricia Schumacher

Sarah Spyrison

Juliet Twomey

Silvia Vaca, MD

Josh Wang

Deborah Winarski

Graeme Witte

Ju Young Kwag
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